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The Life of Christ: Infancy through His Ministry

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS

Between the end of the Old Testament and the beginning of the New, about 400 years elapsed.  This period is called the “four hundred silent years,” because during this time there was no direct message from God to His people.  However, there were events which vitally affected the Bible story.  Study about these events below:

A.
Events at the Close of the Old Testament Era:

1.
Through the seventy years' captivity, Babylon had caused the Jews to realize and turn from their great sins of idolatry and immorality, so they would be a pure nation, ready to receive the Messiah when He would come.

2.
When Persia succeeded Babylon in world leadership, she had permitted the Jews to return to their own land, rebuild their temple and the city of Jerusalem, and enjoy religious freedom and some degree of self-government under their high priest.  This continued for about 100 years after the close of the Old Testament story.

B.
Events Between the Testaments:

1.
Alexander the Great of Greece united the world under one common language.  He conquered the Jewish homeland in 333 B. C. and planted the Greek language there.  Under Alexander's rule, many of the Jews were moved to cities in Egypt where Greek culture flourished.  In 285 B. C. a group of Jews who had settled in Alexandria, Egypt, translated the Old Testament into the Greek language.  This translation, called the Septuagint (LXX), was studied carefully by many Jews everywhere, so that there was an increasing expectation in all nations of the coming Messiah.

2.
In the conflict which followed the division of Alexander's empire at his death, the Jewish homeland eventually fell to Syria in 198 B. C.  This country made the great geographical divisions referred to in the New Testament:  Galilee, Samaria, Judea, and Perea.  Later, Antiochus Epiphanes tried to supplant the Jewish religion with Greek idolatry, but loyal Jews revolted.  After a long struggle, the Maccabees led the Jews in gaining national independence in 142 B. C.  This continued until 63 B. C.

C.
Events Just Before the New Testament Era:

1.
In 63 B. C., the Romans under Pompey took possession of the Jewish homeland, made the Jews a part of their great world government, and linked them to their great world-system of roads.  Some Jews became Roman citizens.

2.
The Romans still ruled the world when the New Testament story began.

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
For what great event did each of these nations prepare the world?

2.
If Jesus had been born even 100 years sooner, what might have happened?
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