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DAVID’S APPOINTMENT OF HIS SUCCESSOR

1 Kings 1

It was inevitable that the reign of the great king David must eventually come to an end.  Read now some of the events which occurred toward the close of his life:

A.
David’s Age and Infirmity:  Read 1 Kings 1:1-4

1.
What was David’s problem as he grew very old?  1 Kings 1:1

2.
Notice the solution proposed and carried out by his servants: 1 Kings 1:2-4.

B.
Adonijah’s Plan Concerning the Kingdom:  Read 1 Kings 1:5-9

1.
In view of David’s age and infirmity, what did Adonijah, evidently the oldest living son of David (See 2 Samuel 3:4), do?  1 Kings 1:5, 6
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1. With what two officials did he confer to help him carry out his plans? 

1 Kings 1:7

3.
Notice the other officials who did not follow Adonijah: 1 Kings 1:8.

4.
Who did Adonijah invite to his coronation feast?  1 Kings 1:9

5.
Notice that this was held at Enrogel, which was just below Jerusalem.

6.
Who did he not invite to this feast?  1 Kings 1:10

C.
Nathan’s Counter-Plan Concerning the Kingdom:  Read 1 Kings 1:11-27

1.
After this, with whom did Nathan the prophet confer?  1 Kings 1:11

2.
For what two reasons did he counsel her as to what to do?  1 Kings 1:12

3.
Notice what he advised her to tell king David: 1 Kings 1:13.  Then what did he say he would do?   1 Kings 1:14b, c

4.
Did Bathsheba follow Nathan’s advice?  1 Kings 1:15-19

5.
What did she say all Israel was looking to David to do?  1 Kings 1:20

6.
What did she say would happen after David’s death if David failed to do this now?  1 Kings 1:21

7.
While she was still talking, who came in?  1 Kings 1:22, 23

8.
Notice what he asked the king: 1 Kings 1:24-27.
D.
King David’s Order Concerning the Kingdom:  Read 1 Kings 1:28-53

1.
What did David tell Bathsheba he would do that very day?  1 Kings 1:28-30

2.
Notice Bathsheba’s reaction to this promise: 1 Kings 1:31.

3.
What three did David call to carry out his orders?  1 Kings 1:32

4.
What four things did he command them to do with Solomon? 1 Kings 1:33-35
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NOTE: Gihon is a noted spring near Jerusalem, on the west side.
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5.
Notice Benaiah’s answer to the king: 1 Kings 1:36, 37.

6.
As these instructions were carried out (1 Kings 1:38, 39), what did all the people do?  1 Kings 1:40

7.
Who heard the noise of this?  1 Kings 1:41

8.
Who told them what had happened?  1 Kings 1:42-48

9.
What did Adonijah’s guests then do?  1 Kings 1:49

10.
What did Adonijah do?  1 Kings 1:50

11.
Under what conditions did Solomon say he would not kill Adonijah?

1 Kings 1:51, 52

12.
What did Adonijah then do?  1 Kings 1:53

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Did Adonijah and the officers who helped him know that God had promised the kingdom to Solomon?  Who guided Nathan in discovering and defeating their plans?

2.
Am I now planning anything that is not God’s will for me?  If so, what will God probably do concerning these plans?  Do I want this?  How could I prevent it?
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