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JESUS' FIRST MINISTRY THROUGH PARABLES

Mark 4:1-25

As Jesus continued His ministry, He began to teach through parables.  Read to see what a parable is, and what His first parable taught to His followers:

A.
The Occasion for the Parable:  Read Mark 4:1-2:

1.
Where was Jesus when He began again to teach?  Mark 4:1a

2.
Who had come to hear Him?  Mark 4:1b

3.
What did He have to do?  Mark 4:1c

4.
Where did His hearers stay?  Mark 4:1d

5.
Was this the only parable given at this time?  Mark 4:2a

B.
The Parable Itself:  Read Mark 4:3-9

1.
What word did Jesus use as He began this story?  Mark 4:3a

2.
Who is the main character of this story?  Mark 4:3b

3.
What would you think He would sow?  Mark 4:3b and THINK!

4.
From Mark 4:4-8, chart briefly the main events of this story in columns:


Where the Seed Fell:  
What Happened to it:   
Meaning:



4a

4b
15





5a                                 
5b, 6                             
16, 17




7a                                   
7b                                
18, 19





8a                                   
8b                                 
20





5.
Was all the soil on which the seed fell of the same kind?

6.
Were the results the same in each case?

7.
What caused the difference in the effectiveness of the seed in each case? (THINK!)  Mark 4:3a, 19, 23, 24

C.
The Meaning of the Parable:  Read Mark 4: 10-20

1.
Did Jesus’ hearers understand at first the meaning of this parable?  Mark 4: 10

2.  To whom did He say He would explain this parable?  Mark 4: 10, 11a

3.  Why did He say He spoke in parables to others?  Mark 4: 11b, 12

4.  Notice that in giving the meaning of this parable, Jesus gave them a key as to how to interpret all parables:  Mark 4: 13  He began by identifying the two basic nouns.  What does each represent?  

a.
The seed:  Mark 4: 14









b.
Therefore, who would the sower be?  (THINK!)





5.  What do you think the soil represents in each case?  (Look for something that all four types of soil have in common:  Mark 4: 15b, 16b, 18b, 20b

6.  In column 3 above, chart the meaning Jesus gave for each of the types of soil.

7.  On the basis of these answers, what would you say makes the difference in the effectiveness of the Word of God when it falls on a human heart?  (THINK!)  
Mark 4: 3a, 19, 23, 24

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:
1.
How do I hear God's Word when it is given out?  Like which type of soil am I?

2.
Do I always receive the Word of God into my heart, allowing it so to affect my life that I bring forth the greatest possible amount of fruit for God?
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