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LAWS CONCERNING WAR

Deuteronomy 20, 23:9 -14

God was sending the Israelites to travel among other nations on their way to conquer Canaan, and for this reason, there must be laws about war.  Study these now:

A.
Attitudes Concerning War:  Read Deuteronomy 20:1-4

1.
What did God tell the Israelites they must do when they whould see armies greater than their own?  Deuteronomy 20:1a

2.
Why must they do this?  Deuteronomy 20:1b

3.
What had He done previously?  Deuteronomy 20:1c

4.
Who was to remind the people of this as they came near to battle?  Deuteronomy 20:2-4

B.
Those Exempt from War:  Read Deuteronomy 20:5-9

1.
What four groups of people were the officers to send home?  Deuteronomy 20:5-8
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2.
After this, what were the officers to do?  Deuteronomy 20:9

C.
Treatment of Nations Far Off from Canaan:  Read Deuteronomy 20:10-15

1.
When the Israelites approached a city, what must they do before they fought against it?  Deuteronomy 20:10, 15

2.
If it would make peace, what must its people become and do?  Deuteronomy 20:11

3.
If it would not, what must be done to its people?  Deuteronomy 20:12-14


a.
the males:  (13)











b.
the women, children, cattle and spoil of the city:  (14)

D.
Treatment of Nations of Canaan:  Read Deuteronomy 20:16-18

1.
What must be done with all the inhabitants of the nations of Canaan?  Deuteronomy 20:16b, 17a

2.
Why was this so?  Deuteronomy 20:18a, b

3.
What would the Israelites do otherwise?  Deuteronomy 20:18c

E.
Laws Concerning Siege:  Read Deuteronomy 20:19-20

1.
What must the Israelites not do when besieging a city a long time?  Deuteronomy 20:19a

2.
Why was this true?  Deuteronomy 20:19b

3.
What was the only exception to this rule?  Deuteronomy 20:20

F.
Laws Concerning Sanitation:  Read Deuteronomy 23:9-14

1.
What must the soldiers be sure to do when they went forth to war?  Deuteronomy 23:9

2.
Notice that even the normal functions of the body which involve uncleanness must be cared for in a way that would not defile or make unclean the camp of the Israelites:  Deuteronomy 23:10-13.  Why was this so?  Deuteronomy 23:14a

3.
What might God do if these rules were not kept?  Deuteronomy 23:14b

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What was to be Israel's means of victory, and reason for all she did?

2.
On what do I rely, as I fight life's battles?  Am I careful to follow rules of which God would approve?  Am I conscious of His presence with me now?
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