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Restoration of the Remnant of Judah

A CELEBRATION IN JERUSALEM

Nehemiah 11-12

Now that the wall of Jerusalem was completed, and the people’s relationship to God was cemented by the covenant they had made with Him, again very practical matters claimed their attention.  See now what these were, and what climaxed these activities:

A. The Residents Inside Jerusalem:  Nehemiah 11:1-24:

1.  Besides the rulers, how many of the people lived in Jerusalem?  Neh. 11:1

2.  In what two ways were these selected?   Neh. 11:2, 11:1b

3.  List the various groups who lived in Jerusalem, and the number in each:  Neh. 11:
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B.  The Residents Outside Jerusalem:  Nehemiah 11:25-36:

1.  Notice the villages in which those of Judah lived:  Nehemiah 11:25-30; and those in which the people of Benjamin lived:  Nehemiah 11:31-35.  Locate all of these on Map 28, page 320.  Those not previously listed as places from which Jews had originally come are printed in italics on this map.

2.  Where did the Levited live?  Neh. 11:36

3.  What determined where most families lived?  Neh. 11:3b (Review Lev. 25:23-34

4.  What two other tribes were represented in Jerusalem after the return from captivity? I  Chron. 9:1-3 (see 3)

      Note:  By the time of Cyrus’ decree, he was ruler not only of the territory of former Babylonia which had conquered South Judah, but of that of Assyria which had conquered Northern Israel as well;  so that all captives of both kingdoms were freed to return to their homeland.  Several references seem to indicate that representatives of all tribes returned:  See Ezra 2:70, 6:17, 8:35.  I Chron. 6:15 indicates that the genealogies in I Chronicles 1-9 were written after the captivity.  I Chron. 9 lists many of those listed in Neh. 11.

C.  The Priests:  Nehemiah 12:1-26:

1.  What two generations of priests and levites are listed in this section?  Neh. 12:

a.  1-11:  Those who had come up with


and 

(12:1);

b.  12-26:  Those who lived in the days of 


the son of Joshua (26a) and in the days of 



the governor and 

                                the priest.




2.  Remember that about 80 years passed after Zerubbabel’s return before Nehemiah’s.

D.  A Celebration for All:  Read Nehemiah 12:27-47:

1.  Although the Levites usually worked in Jerusalem by courses, so that only 1/24 of them were in Jerusalem at a time, for what occasion did the Jews ask all of  them to come?  Neh. 12:27-29

2.  After the Levites had purified themselves, the people, the gates and the wall, into how many companies did Nehemiah divide the people?  Neh. 12:30-31

3.  What two types of people followed each group?  Neh. 12:31, 32, 38, 40                          41, 33-35                 

4.  What made music?  Neh. 12:35a, 41c                                  36b

5.  On Map 29, page 320, trace the route of the first group:  Neh.  12:31, 37; and of the second group:  Neh. 12:38-39.  Put pencil “X” where you think they went up on the wall, and pencil “O” where they ended their trip (see Neh. 12:40).

6.  What three things were done to climax these ceremonies?  Neh. 12:42b, 43a, b

7.  Who joined in the last of these?  Neh. 12:43c

8.  How far was this heard?  Neh. 43e

9.  From Neh. 12:44, notice what some were appointed at that time to do, and why.

10. Notice too the way the needs of the Levites and priests were met:  Neh. 12:47

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  To whom did the Jews dedicate the wall they had built?  How did this make them feel?

2.  When I have completed some great task, to whom do I dedicate the results of my labors?  What feeling does this bring to me?  Should I change my procedure?  Why?
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