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The Life of the Early Church: Paul through John’s Revelation

PAUL’S LETTERS TO THE CORINTHIANS

1 and 2 Corinthians

While Paul was at Ephesus and after he left, he kept in contact with the church at Corinth by a series of letters.  Study the following to see what you can learn of conditions in that church during this period:

A.
Paul’s Letter from Ephesus:  Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 3:1-7, 16:1-24

1.
Who came from Corinth to visit Paul in Ephesus?  1 Corinthians 1:11a

2.
What did they tell Paul about the church at Corinth?  1 Corinthians 1:11b, 12

3.
What did Paul say these divisions proved that the Corinthians were?  

1 Corinthians 3:1b

4.
Who did he say really deserved the credit for all that he and the other leaders had done?  1 Corinthians 3:5-7

5.
What did Paul do to try to correct this situation?  1 Corinthians 4:17

6.
What did he later plan to do?  1 Corinthians 4:18-21

7.
What other problems existed in the church at that time?

a.
1 Corinthians 5:1










b.
1 Corinthians 6:1, 6










8.
Was the present letter his first to the Corinthians?  1 Corinthians 5:9

9.
Who came to visit Paul, probably bringing an answer to his previous letter?  

1 Corinthians 16:17










10.
About what problems had the Corinthians written to Paul?  1 Corinthians 7:1, 2, 8:1a, 12:1

11.
What were false teachers in the church evidently saying about Paul?  

1 Corinthians 9:1a, 2a

12.
In addition to defending his apostleship in this letter, he also gave special instruction concerning the Lord’s supper (11:20), the resurrection (chapter 15), and the collection for the poor saints in Jerusalem (16:1-3).

13.
What three places did Paul plan to visit after leaving Ephesus?  1 Corinthians 16:8-9, 5b, 5a-6, 3b-4

14.
From whom did Paul send special greetings to the Corinthians, as he closed his letter to them?  1 Corinthians 16:19b

B.
Paul’s Letter from Macedonia:  Read 2 Corinthians 2:12, 13, 7:5-16, 11:23-33

1.
After the uproar in Ephesus, Paul started toward Macedonia as he had planned.  Why did he not carry out his later plans (1:15, 16) to visit Corinth on his way?  2 Corinthians 1:23

1. When he reached Troas, how did he feel when Titus failed to come with news of the Corinthians?  2 Corinthians 2:12, 13a

3.
Therefore, where did he go?  2 Corinthians 2:13b

4.
How did he still feel when he arrived there?  2 Corinthians 7:5

5.
What finally brought comfort to his heart?  2 Corinthians 7:6, 7, 13

6.
What did Titus say Paul’s letter had caused the Corinthians to do?  

2 Corinthians 7:8-11

7.
What did Paul send Titus back to Corinth to do before he himself should arrive there?  2 Corinthians 8:6, 9:1-5

8.
Much of this letter gives Paul’s defense of his apostleship.  Notice all he had already suffered for Christ.  2 Corinthians 11:23-33, 12:7-12

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
How did Paul feel toward his Corinthian converts?  2 Corinthians 11:28

2.
Do I have a loving concern for those I have won to the Lord, in spite of all their sins, failures, and lack of growth in the Lord?  (See 1 Peter 1:22b)
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