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Later Patriarchs and the Birth of the Nation Israel

ISRAEL’S EARLY YEARS IN EGYPT

Genesis 47:27 - 50:26

Now that Joseph’s father and brothers were settled in Egypt, they were assured of enough food to see them safely through the remaining years of famine.  Read now what happened in the years which followed:
A.
Jacob's Life in Egypt:  Read Genesis 47:27-31

1.
During their first few years in Egypt, what happened to the descendants of Jacob or Israel?  Genesis 47:27b

2.
How long did Jacob live in Egypt?  Genesis 47:28a



 

3.
How old was he now?  Genesis 47:28b





 

4.
What time was now drawing near?  Genesis 47:29a 

5.
What did he therefore ask Joseph to promise him?  Genesis 47:29g 

6.
Where did he wish to be buried?  Genesis 47:30a-c 

7.
What was Joseph’s response to this request?  Genesis 47:30d-31 

B.
Jacob and Joseph's Sons:  Read Genesis 48:1-22

1.
What message came to Joseph shortly after this?  Genesis 48:1a-c 

2.
What did he then do?  Genesis 48:1d-2 

3.
What did Jacob say had happened to him in Canaan?  Genesis 48:3a, b 

4.
After reviewing the blessings God had given him at that time, what did Jacob say about Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh? Genesis 48:5

5.
After further comments (Genesis 48:6-14), what did Jacob do to Joseph and his sons?  Genesis 48:15a, 20a  (See also 
Hebrews 11:21)

6.
What did Jacob (Israel) then tell Joseph that God would do for all Israel?  Genesis 48:21










7.
What did he say he was giving Joseph?  Genesis 48:22



 

8.
Of what important right was this privilege usually a part?  (THINK!) 

C.
The Last Days of Jacob:  Read Genesis 49:1-33

1.
Why did Jacob ask his sons to gather together unto him?  Genesis 49:1 

2.
Would you say that Jacob predicted good things for Reuben, Simeon and Levi?  Genesis 49:3-7


3.
What two good predictions did he make concerning Judah?  Genesis 49:8b, 10a, b


a.













b.













NOTE: The name Shiloh means peace-bringer.  Genesis 49:10 is considered to be the fifth direct prophecy of Christ in the Bible  (See Genesis 3:15, 22:18, 26:4, and 28:14 for the first four).  Judah is thus the fifth from whom we learn that Christ will be descended.

4.
Who usually received the right to rule the family or tribe?  Genesis 49:3a


(See 1 Chronicles 5:1 to discover why Reuben did not receive the right.)

5.
Notice how short are the blessings given to the other sons, with the exception of Joseph (Genesis 49:13-21, 27).  By contrast, notice how long is the blessing given to Joseph:  Genesis 49:22-26.

6.
After charging all his sons to bury him with his fathers in Canaan (Genesis 49:28-32), what did Jacob do?  Genesis 49:33

D.
Jacob's Burial:  Read Genesis 50:1-21

1.
How long did it take to embalm Jacob?  Genesis 50:1-3b


 

2.
How long did the Egyptians mourn for him?  Genesis 50:3c


 

3.  After this, who went with Joseph and his family to Canaan to bury Jacob?  Genesis 50:7b, 9








 

4.
Now that their father was dead, what two things did Joseph’s brothers fear that Joseph would do to them?  Genesis 50:15

5.
When they expressed this fear to Joseph (Genesis 50:16, 17d), what did Joseph do?  Genesis 50:17e 

6.
Did Joseph hate them or have any thought of trying to get even with them?  Genesis 59:18-21










7.
What message did his answer to them twice include?  Genesis 50:19b, 21a 

8.
Who did he say had been guiding, even when they had thought evil against him?  Genesis 50:20

E.
The Last Days of Joseph:  Read Genesis 50:22-26

1.
How long did Joseph live?  Genesis 50:22





 

2.
Before he died, what two things did he remind his family that God would do for them?  Genesis 50:24

3.
What did he make his family promise him that they would do when this should happen?  Genesis 50:25

4. 
What did it require on his part to do both things mentioned above?

(See Hebrews 11:22) 












QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Would it have been right for Joseph to hate and to seek to repay his brothers for the wrongs they had done to him?  (See Deuteronomy 32:35; Psalm 94:1; Hebrews 10:30)










1. What should my attitude be towards those who have wronged me? 

(See Romans 12:19; Matthew 5:44-48; 1 Peter 2:19-23; Acts 7:59-60)
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