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PARABLES OF SEPARATION AT THE END TIME


Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, 47-50


In the preceding parables, we have seen what happens in a person's heart, from the very first time he hears of the kingdom of God, on through the whole scope of his Christian experience.  We have watched him discover the great value of the kingdom of God, seen him count the cost and decide that even through it meant giving up all he had, he would get that great treasure for himself.  We have seen his attitude of heart as he first comes to God for mercy--and later as he is forgiven, and filled with gratitude to God and love to Christ.  We have seen how this attitude expresses itself toward others, in forgiveness, love, and helpfulness.  We have seen that he spends his life not just for earthly joys, but with eternity's values in view--faithfully serving His Lord, and constantly watching for His return.  Now in the following parables, seek to discover what happens at the end of his earthly sojourn.

A.
The Parable of the Wheat and Tares (or Weeds):  Read Matthew 13:24-30

1.
In this story, what kind of seed did the man sow in his field?  Matthew 13:24

2.
Then what did his enemy do while he slept?  Matthew 13:25

3.
When did the man's servants discover what had been done?  Matthew 13:26

4.
What did his servants think he should let them do about this?  Matthew 13:28

5.
Why did he not let them do this?  Matthew 13:29

6.
What did he say they should do instead?  Matthew 13:30a

7.
At harvest time, what would he then tell his reapers to do?  Matthew 13:30b

B.
The Meaning of the Parable of the Wheat and Tares:  Read Matthew 13:36-43

1.
To whom did Jesus explain this parable?  Matthew 13:36

2.
Who did he say the one who sowed the good seed is?  Matthew 13:37

3.
What is His field?  Matthew 13:38a

4.
Who are the good seed?  Matthew 13:38b

5.
Who are the tares?  Matthew 13:38c

6.
Who is the enemy who sowed the tares?  Matthew 13:39a

7.
When is the harvest?  Matthew 13:39b

8.
Who are the reapers?  Matthew 13:39c

9.
Therefore, what two great things will happen at the end of the world?


a.  Matthew 13:41-42











b.  Matthew 13:43










C.
The Parable of the Drag-Net:  Read Matthew 13:47-50

1.
In this story, what was gathered into the net when it was cast into the sea?  Matthew 13:47

2.
When it was full, what did the owners do with the contents?  Matthew 13:48

3.
What does this show will happen at the end of the world?  Matthew 13:49

4.
Where will the wicked be placed?  What will they do there?  Matthew 13:50

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
If the separation at the end of the world should take place today, in which group would I be placed? 

2.
Am I sure that I am not headed for that furnace of fire, where there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth?
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