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Restoration of the Remnant of Judah

REVIEW OF THE RESTORATION AND THE BOOKS OF EZRA AND NEHEMIAH

As you come to the end of your study of this section, look back over the entire unit and try to get an overall picture of what you have studied:

A.  Major Persons in This Unit:

1.  Give the names of the following important persons:

a.  King of Persia who decreed that the Jews might return to Judah:



b.  Descendant of Judah’s kings who led the first return to Judah:



c.  High priest who assisted in leading the first return to Judah:




d.  Prophet who encouraged reviving work on the temple: (2)




e.  King of Persia who decreed that work on the temple be resumed:



f.  King of Persia who was prominent in the book of Esther:




g.  King of Persia who allowed and helped 2nd and 3rd groups to return:


h.  Priest and scribe who taught the people the law of God:




i.  King’s cupbearer who led the third expedition returning to Judah:



j.  Enemy of the Jews who tried to stop work on the walls: (3)




k.  Prophet who prophesied after the templewas rebuilt:  Malachi (See Mal. 3:1)











2.  On your test, be able to match these people with their descriptions given above.

B.  Major Events, Outline, Key Verses and Authorshp of Ezra and Nehemiah:

1.  Fill in the blanks to chart the main facts of the Restoration Period:

Group:   Consisting of:
Returned: Led by:

Main Accomplishment:

1st    About 50,000
 
536 B.C.













        and

2nd   1754 men, plus
457 B.C.








      women & children

3rd    Captains of army
444 B.C.









and horsemen

2.  In the margin above, write the chapters which tell of each of the above events.












3.  Notice how these form a good outline of all but the last few chapters of Nehemiah.  What title would you give these chapters?

4.  Notice how Ezra 1:5 sums up the major work of the book of Ezra; and Nehemiah 2:20 and 6:15 sum up that of the book of Nehemiah.  These are the Key Verses of each.

5.  From the personal references in Ezra 7:28 and throughout chapters 8 and 9, who would you say was the author of the book of Ezra?  (THINK!)
6.  Whose words are recorded in the book of Nehemiah?  Nehemiah 1:1

7.  This is definitely true of Nehemiah 1-7:5 and 12:27-13:31, and probably of 12:1-26.  However, some believe Nehemiah 8-10 are Ezra’s work.  Can you see why?












C.  Theme of This Unit:

1,  How long were the Jews in captivity because of their sins?  Jer. 25:11

2.  What caused Cyrus to decree they might return?  Ezra 1:1

3.  What made the people willing to return?  Ezra 1:5

4.  Why could their enemies not make them stop work on the temple?  Ezra 5:5

5.  Why were they able to complete this work?  Ezra 6:22b-e

6.  Why was Ezra permitted to return?  Ezra 7:27-28

7.  How was he able to make a safe trip?  Ezra 8:21-23, 31

8.  Why was Nehemiah permitted to return?  Neh. 2:4c, 8e-f

9.  Why did he want to rebuild the walls?  Neh. 2:12b

10. On whom did he depend for completing his work?  Neh. 2:20, 4:4,9,14,20, 6:9c











11. To whom did he give glory when this was done?  Neh. 4:15, 6:16

12. Why did he list the people by their genealogies?  Neh. 7:5

 13. Why did they rejoice at the dedication of the wall?  Neh. 12:43

14. On whom did Nehemiah depend to punish his enemies for their evil works, and to reward him for his good works?  Neh. 6:14, 13:29, 5:19, 13:14, 22e-f, 31c

15. What caused the Jews to turn from their sins?  Neh. 8:8-9, 9:2-3, 13:1-3

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Why did God cause the Jews to return to their land and separate themselves from the heathen?  For what great event of history was he preparing them?  Matthew 1:12a, 16

2.  Is God now trying to prepare me for some great event in my future?  What will it take to get me ready for it?  Am I cooperating with Him in His efforts?  Why?
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