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THE EARLY LIFE OF ABRAM

Genesis 11:10 - 12:4

Most of those who lived during the 2,000 years of so covered by Genesis 1 - 11 had repeatedly rebelled against God in disobeying His direct commandments, thereby bringing God's punishments upon themselves.  Only a few seemed to care about fulfilling the purpose for which  God had created them.  At the end of this time, God began a new method of dealing with mankind.  Read now about the beginning of this new era:

A.  The Descendants of Shem:  Read Genesis 11:10-26

1.  Fill in the following chart concerning the men listed in Genesis 11:

Age at which son was born:      
Number of years he lived afterwards:     Total Age: (add)

a.  Shem:  vs. 10


vs. 11







b.  Arphaxad: vs.12

vs. 13








c.  Salah: vs. 14


vs. 15








d.  Eber: vs. 16


vs. 17








e.  Peleg: vs. 18


vs. 19








f.   Reu: vs. 20


vs. 21








g.  Serug: vs. 22


vs. 23







h.  Nahor: vs.24


vs.25








2.  How did the length of their lives compare with that of their ancestors?   

(See Genesis 5:4-31)










B.  The Descendants of Terah:  Read Genesis 11:27-32

1.  What were the names of Terah's three son's?  Genesis 11:26

2.  What was the land of their birth?  Genesis 11:28b

3.  What two things did Haran do there?  Genesis 11:27b, 28a

4.  What did Abram and Nahor do?  Genesis 11:29

5.  What problem did Abram and Sarai have?  Genesis 11:30

6.  Whom did Terah take with him as he left Ur of the Chaldees?  Genesis 11:31a

7.  Where were they planning to go?  Genesis 11:31b

8.  How far did they get on their journey?  Genesis 11:31c  (Locate these two places on a map)

9.  What happened after they had stopped to live there?  Genesis 11:32b

10.  How old was Terah when this happened?  Genesis 11:32a

C.  God's Message to Abram:  Read Genesis 12:1-3

1.   What three things had God told Abram to leave?  Genesis 12:1a

2.  Where was he to go?  Genesis 12:1b







3.  Where was Abram when he first received this call?  (See Acts 7:2, 3)

4.  What did God promise to do for Abram if he would obey this call?  Genesis 12:2, 3

a.





 b.  







c.





 d. 







e.





  f.  







  g.







NOTE:  Genesis 12:3b is considered to contain an indirect reference  to the coming of Jesus Christ.  It was through Him, as Abram's seed, that the whole world would be blessed.

D.  Abram's Response:  Read Genesis 12:4

1.  What did Abram do after he had received God's call?  Genesis 12:4a

2.  From Acts 7:2, 3 and Genesis 11:31, would you say that  Abram obeyed God immediately?  Be able to justify your answer.

3.  How old was Abram when he made this move from Haran to Canaan?  Genesis 12:4b









  

4.  What would it require on his part to make such a move?  Galatians 3:6; Hebrews 11:8











QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Did it matter whether Abram obeyed God's call?  What might he have missed out on if he had not obeyed?  What might have been the effect on others?

2.  Is God now calling me to leave all that I hold dear, and go wherever He shall lead me?  (See Luke 9:23; 2 Corinthians 6:17, 18; Mark 1:17, 16:15).  What is my response?
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