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THE LETTER OF JUDE

This letter may have been written by Judas, not Iscariot, one of the twelve apostles, who was also called Lebbaeus and Thaddeus (Matthew 10:3); but it seems more likely because of Jude 17 that he was not an apostle, but the half-brother of Christ.  This Jude, like his brother James, was not saved until after the resurrection of our Lord (compare John 7:5 with Acts 1:14).  This letter was written probably just before the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 from Palestine, probably from Jerusalem.  It was addressed to all Christians everywhere, but was probably sent originally to the churches eastward of Judea, among whom (according to tradition) Jude labored.  Study now this short letter.

A.  The Salutation and Purpose of the Letter: Read Jude 1-4

1.  How did Jude describe himself in the beginning of this letter?  Jude 1a

2.  How did he describe those to whom he was writing?  Jude 1b

3.  About what had Jude been planning to write his letter?  Jude 3a

4.  But what did he feel it necessary to do instead?  Jude 3b

5.  What caused this change in his plans?  Jude 4

B.  Words About False Teachers: Read Jude 5-16

1.  Although God saved all the Israelites out of Egypt, what did he later do to some of them?  Why?  Jude 5

2.  What did God do with the angels who failed to keep their first estate?  Jude 6

3.  What did God do with Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities about them because of their fornication?  Jude 7

4.  In what three ways were the false teachers of Jude’s day like the above people?  Jude 8

5.  What much more important person than they had not dared to do the things they did?  Jude 9

6.  To what three old Testament characters did Jude compare them?  Jude 11

7.  What did Jude say they were like at the love-feasts held by the Christians?  Jude 12a

8.  To what four things in nature did he compare them?  Jude 12b-13
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9.  What else did he call them?  Jude 16a

10. Who foretold the punishment of such teachers?  Jude 14-15

C.  Words to the True Church: Read Jude 17-25

1.  Of what warning of the apostles did Jude remind his readers?  Jude 17-18

2.  What did he charge the true believers to do?  Jude 20-21

3.  How did he say they should treat these false teachers?  Jude 22-23

4.  What did Jude say God was able to do for all true believers?  Jude 24

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  In what way could the Christians of Jude’s day “keep the faith”?  Jude 24

2.  Am I one who kept not his first estate and is therefore kept for judgment?  Or am I one who keeps himself and is kept from falling?  Jude 6, 15, 21, 24
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