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Later Patriarchs and the Birth of the Nation Israel

ISRAEL’S LATER YEARS IN EGYPT

Exodus 1:1 - 22

By the time of Joseph’s death at the age of 110 (Genesis 41:53 and 50:26), the Israelites had been in Egypt about 70 years (compare Genesis 41:46 with 45:6), during which time they had been honored and given the best of the land for Joseph’s sake.  Read now to discover what happened during the next 280 years before the beginning of Exodus 2:1:

A.
Israel Under Joseph's Rule:  Read Exodus 1:1-6

1.
How many of Jacob’s sons had originally come to Egypt?  Exodus 1:1b

2.
What was the total number of Jacob’s descendants who originally came to Egypt?  Exodus 1:5

3.
What eventually happened to Joseph and all of his brothers?  Exodus 1:6 

B.
Israel After Joseph's Death:  Read Exodus 1:7-10
1.
By what name had all those descended from Jacob come to be known in Egypt?  Exodus 1:7a, 9a

NOTE:  Read Genesis 32:27, 28 to recall why they were called by this name.

2.
What did the children of Israel continue to do after the death of Joseph?  Exodus 1:7

3.
How many of them were there at this time?  Exodus 1:9

4.
What happened in the land of Egypt about this time?  Exodus 1:8


NOTE:  History tells us that this was not only a new king, but a whole new dynasty (DI-nas-ti: a race or succession of kings, of the same line or family).  The Hyksos, shepherd kings, had been ruling in the time of Joseph.  They were Asiatic foreigners, so they welcomed the Israelites.  The “new king which knew not Joseph” was of the local dynasty, a native Egyptian who disliked foreigners.

5.
What four things did this new king fear that the Israelites would do?  
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C.
The King's First Plan:  Read Exodus 1:11-14

1.
Because of the king’s fear of the Israelites, what did he do to them?  Exodus 1:11a

2.
What particular type of work were the Israelites forced to do?  Exodus 1:11b

3.
Notice from Exodus 1:13 and 14b that their taskmasters made them serve with rigor.  Therefore, how is their bondage described?  Exodus 1:14a 

4.
What one word in Exodus 1:14a  describes their lives because of this bondage? 

5.
What was the result of this first plan of the king?  Exodus 1:12

D.
The King's Second Plan:  Read Exodus 1:15-21

1.
Since the king’s first plan had not kept the Israelites from increasing, what did he then tell the Hebrew midwives to do?  Exodus 1:15, 16

2.
Did the midwives do as the king had commanded them?  Exodus 1:17b 

3.
Why?  Exodus 1:17a, 21a

4.
What two things did God do for the midwives because of this?  Exodus 1:20a, 21b

5.
What was the result of this second plan of the king?  Exodus 1:20b

E.
The King's Third Plan:  Read Exodus 1:22

1.
To whom was the king’s next command directed?  Exodus 1:22

2.
Did any of the parents obey this command? ( See Acts 7:17-19 )

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
How would the Israelites feel as they endured the terrible treatment of the king?  What would this treatment cause them to long for, or wish they could do?

2.
Is anyone holding me captive, and forcing me to serve them?  (See Romans 6:16; 2 Timothy 2:26; John 8:33, 34; Romans 6:12-14; 1 Peter 5:8, 9a)
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