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The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges

THE FIRST THREE JUDGES

Judges 2:6 – 3:31

We have seen how completely each of the tribes of Israel failed to drive out the heathen people who lived in its assigned territory, and what God said He would do as a result.  Read now to see if God’s predictions actually came to pass:

A.  The Condition of Israel:  Read Judges 2:6-23

1.  How long did the people of Israel continue to serve the Lord?  Judges 2:7a, b

2.  What probably helped these people to live for the Lord?  Judges 2:7c

3.  What two things are said of the following generation?  Judges 2:10

4.  What did this generation begin to do?  Judges 2:11a

5.  List three specific sins of which they were guilty: Judges 2:11b, 12a-e
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6.  How did their actions cause the Lord to feel?  Judges 2:12f, 14a

7.  Therefore, what did God do to them?  Judges 2:14b-15b

8.  How did the people feel as a result?  Judges 2:15c

9.  Then what did God do for them?  Judges 2:16

10.Yet what did the people do soon after this, and repeatedly in the days which followed?  Judges 2:17-19

11.How did God feel about this?  Judges 2:20

12.Therefore, what did He say He would not do from now on?  Judges 2:21

13.What would He be able to prove by this?  Judges 2:22, 3:4

B.  The First Judge:  Read Judges 3:1-11

1.  What relationships did the people of Israel begin to establish between themselves and the heathen among whom they lived?  Judges 3:6a, b

2.  What had God said concerning such relationships?  1 Kings 11:2;

Exodus 34:12-16

3.  What did these relationships lead to?  Judges 3:6c-7

4.  Because of this, to what country did God sell Israel?  Judges 3:8

5.  After eight years of serving this enemy, what did Israel finally do?  Judges 3:9a

6.  What did God then do?  Judges 3:9b

7.  What happened as a result of this work?  Judges 3:10, 11

C.  The Second Judge:  Read Judges 3:12-30

1.  When the Israelites again did evil, what other enemy did they have to serve, and for how long? Judges 3:12, 14

2.  When the people cried to the Lord, what judge did He raise up?  Judges 3:15

3.  Read how he began to save Israel: Judges 3:16-28.  What happened as a result of his work?  Judges 3:29, 30

D.  The Third Judge:  Read Judges 3:31

1.  Who was the third judge?

2.  From what enemy did he deliver Israel?

3.  For what act was he especially noted?

(Notice on a map the location of each of these three enemy lands.)

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. What caused this very dark, unprofitable period in Israel’s history?  

(See Psalm 78:32-33)

2.   Am I going through a dark, unprofitable period in my life right now?  If so, what caused it?  What can I do to end it?   (See Psalm 81:11-16)
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