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THE REQUEST OF REUBEN, GAD, AND MANASSEH

Numbers 32:1 – 33:40; Deuteronomy 4:41 – 43

After Israel had completed their vengeance on Midian, some of the tribes of Israel noticed the land they had conquered, and made a request concerning it.   See now what they noticed, and what was their request concerning this land:

A. The Request of the Tribes:  Read Numbers 32:1-5:

1. What did the children of Reuben and the children of Gad have in common?

Numbers 32:1a 










2. What did they notice about the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, which 

they had recently conquered?  Numbers 32:1b

3. Therefore, what request did they make of Moses and Aaron?  Numbers 32:5

_













B.  Moses’ First Reaction to This Request:  Read Numbers 32:6-15

1. What did Moses think these people intended to do?  Numbers 32:6

_













2. What effect did he fear this might have on the rest of the Israelites?  

Numbers 32:7

      _













3. To whose actions did he compare theirs?  Numbers 32:8, 9

_













4. In view of what had happened because of the actions of these people, what did Moses think Israel could expect if the present generation followed their example?  Numbers 32:10-15 (See 15b)

_













C. The Promise of the Tribes:  Read Numbers 32:16, 17a

1. What did the tribesmen promise they would do, after building places for their children and cattle?  Numbers 32:16, 17a

_













2. How long did they promise they would stay with the other Israelites?  

Numbers 32:17b, 18

_













3. Did Moses agree that this would be fair?  Numbers 32:20-22

_













4. What did he warn that they would be doing if they did not keep this promise?

Numbers 32:23a

      _













5. Would they be able to get away with this sin?  Numbers 32:23b

_













6. After Moses repeated his instructions, and they again agreed to carry them out (Numbers 32:24-27), to whom did Moses relay instructions concerning these tribes?  Numbers 32:28-30

_













D.  Moses’ Later Reaction to This Request:  Read Numbers 32:33-42

1. Who received an inheritance on the near side of the Jordan river besides Reuben and Gad?  Numbers 32:33a

_













2. What two kingdoms were divided among them?  Numbers 32:33b

_













3. Count how many cities the children of Gad built:  Numbers 32:34-36a

_













4. What kind of cities were these?  Numbers 32:36b

_













5. What else did they build?  Numbers 32:36c

_













6. How many cities did the children of Reuben build?  Numbers 32:37, 38a

_













7. What did they do concerning these cities?  Numbers 32:38b

_













8. What city did the children of Machir the son of Manasseh capture?  

Numbers 39, 40

_













9. What did two other descendants of Manasseh do concerning the towns they 

captured?  Numbers 32:41, 42

      _













E. Summary of Israel’s Journeys:  Numbers 33:1-49

1. Notice that this was the end of Israel’s 41-year journey from Egypt to the borders of the promised land, Numbers 33:1.  Who recorded each of the places where they stopped?  Numbers 33:2a _





2. Why did he do this?  Numbers 33:2b

_













3. Notice that these places are recorded in Numbers 33:3-49.

​













QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Did it pay Reuben, Gad and Manasseh to ask for the land which especially suited their needs?  Were they selfish in asking for it?  (See Philippians 4:19)

_












2. Is there a property which especially suits my need?  Should I ask God or my spiritual leaders to give it to me for my work?  When should I begin?

_
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