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Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person

A PARABLE OF LIFE AFTER DEATH


Luke 16:19-31

In the past few lessons, we have seen that God divides all the world into two distinct groups and rewards them according to deeds done in their earthly lives.  Now study what Jesus said about the final state of human beings--their life after death.

A.
The Setting of the Parable:  Read Luke 16:1-18

1.
Whom had Jesus been teaching in Luke 16:1-13?  Luke 16:1a?

2.
What was one of the main things against which He taught?  Luke 16:13

3.
Who heard these teachings of Jesus?  Luke 16:14a

4.
What was the condition of their hearts?  Luke 16:14b

5.
Therefore, what did they do when they heard His teachings?  Luke 16:14c

6.
What did Jesus say they were concerned about doing?  Luke 16:15a

7.
On the other hand, what is God most concerned about?  Luke 16:15b

8.
Notice how the following parable is related to the above teachings.

B.
The Story Itself:  Two Kinds of Life on Earth:  Read Luke 16:19-21

1.
What kind of clothes did the rich man wear?  Luke 16:19

2.
What kind of food did he eat?  Luke 16:19b

3.
What was the condition of Lazarus?  Luke 16:20

4.
What did he desire?  Luke 16:21

5.
Who alone cared about comforting him?  Luke 16:21

6.
For whom was the rich man obviously living?  (THINK!)

C.
Two Kinds of Life After Death:  Read Luke 16:22-31

1.
What happened to both of these men?  Luke 16:22

2.
Where was Lazarus immediately taken?  Luke 16:22a

3.
Where did the rich man immediately go?  Luke 16:23a

4.
What did he suffer there?  Luke 16:23b

5.
What could he see from there?  Luke 16:23c

6.
For what did he cry out?  Luke 16:24a

7.
What did he want Lazarus to do?  Luke 16:24b

8.
Why did he want this?  Luke 16:24c

9.
What was he still able to do?  Luke 16:25a

10.
What made it impossible for his request to be granted?  Luke 16:26

11.
What other request did he then make?  Luke 16:27-28

12.
What answer was given to this request?  Luke 16:29

13.
When he said that this was not enough, what was he told?  Luke 16:31

D.
The Meaning of the Parable:

1.
Notice that here, again, no scripture comment is given as to the meaning of the parable.  And yet, what is the main sin that is condemned by it?  Luke 16:29, 31

2.
Was there any possible remedy for this sin after death?  Luke 16:26

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Have I truly believed the message of Moses and the prophets?

2.
What will be the awful, eternal, unchangeable results to me if I fail to believe this message before my earthly life ends?
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