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THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE

                          1 Kings 6, 7:15 - 22; 2 Chronicles 3

Once all the materials were made ready, the actual building of the temple could begin.  See now how this was done, trying to picture in your mind each part as you read of it:

A.
The Temple Begun:  Read 1 Kings 6:1, 11-13; 2 Chronicles 3:1, 2

1.
Where did Solomon begin to build the temple?  2 Chronicles 3:1

2.
When did he begin to build?  2 Chronicles 3:2; 1 Kings 6:1b-d

3.
How long was this after Israel had come out of Egypt?  1 Kings 6:1a

4.
Read the wonderful message which came to Solomon after he had begun to build:  1 Kings 6:11-13.  Would the temple alone assure God’s blessing on Israel?


_












B.
The Outside Appearance of the Temple:  Read 1 Kings 6:2, 3, 7, 36;               

2 Chronicles 3:3, 4

1. What were the dimensions of the main structure of the temple?  

1 Kings 6:2a, b; 2 Chronicles 3:3

2.
How high was the temple?  1 Kings 6:2b

1. Remembering that a cubit was about 1 ½ feet, figure these dimensions in feet.

2. What was added to the front of the temple, across the full width of it?  

1 Kings 6:3a;  2 Chronicles 3:4a

5.
How far did this extend in front of the building proper? 1 Kings 6:3b

6.
How tall was this porch?  2 Chronicles 3:4b

(This figure, 4 times the height of the building, is probably a copyist’s error.)

7.
Of what was the outside structure of the temple made?  1 Kings 6:7

8.
What surrounded the temple?  1 Kings 6:36; 2 Chronicles 4:9

C.
The Inside Rooms of the Temple:  Read 1 Kings 6:4-6, 8, 10, 16, 17

1. Into what two main rooms was the inside of the temple divided?  

1 Kings 6:16, 17

2.
Notice that the length of these rooms equals the length previously given for the temple itself, which shows that these were inside, not outside, measurements.

3.
Besides these two main rooms, notice that there were many smaller rooms round about them: 1 Kings 6:5.  How many stories were there?  1 Kings 6:6

4.
The outside wall of the building became narrower as it rose higher, thus permitting the upper rooms to be wider.  How wide was the narrowest?         1 Kings 6:6

5.
The outside measurements of the temple would thus be increased by the width of the walls (possibly 6 cubits) plus the five cubits of the lower tier of rooms.  

6.
How did they get up into the upper rooms?  1 Kings 6:8

7.
How tall was each of these smaller rooms?  1 Kings 6:10

8.
Notice that their combined height was only half the total height of the temple (1 Kings 6:2), leaving 15 cubits above them for what?  1 Kings 6:4

D.
The Finished Appearance of the Temple:  Read the verses below as you answer questions:

1.
As one approached the temple, what would he see in the porch of the temple?  1 Kings 7:15-22;  2 Chronicles 3:15-17

2. Notice what kind of doors opened from the porch into the temple: 

1 Kings 6:33-35; and from the temple into the most holy place: 

1 Kings 6:31, 32

3. Of what were all the walls made?  1 Kings 6:9b, 15a, 16-18, 29; 

2 Chronicles 3:7b

4.
Of what was the floor made?  1 Kings 6:15b, d, 16b

5.
Of what was the ceiling made?  2 Chronicles 3:5a

6.
With what were the inside of the porch, the doors, walls, floors, ceilings, and even the upper chambers overlaid?  2 Chronicles 3:4b; 1 Kings 6:35b, 20b, 21a; 2 Chronicles 3:8b-9a, 7a, 5b, 9b; 1 Kings 6:22a

7.
With what was the house then garnished?  2 Chronicles 3:6a

8.
How long did it take to complete the temple?  1 Kings 6:9a, 14, 37, 38

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Why was so much glory and beauty lavished upon the temple?  

(See 1 Chronicles 22:5b, c, 29:1e.)  What impression would it leave in the minds of all who saw it?

2.
Do I feel that God is worthy of the most and best I can give Him?  Am I giving  Him my most and best?  In money?  Time?  Talent?  Service?  Communion?  Love?  Life?   
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