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FURNISHINGS FOR THE TEMPLE

1 Kings  6:19 – 28, 7:23 - 51; 2 Chronicles 3:14, 4:1 – 5:1

Besides the work of building the temple itself, there was considerable work involved in making the furnishings for the temple and its inner court, the court of the priests.   (The people came only into the great or outer court).  Read now about these furnishings:

A. Furnishings for the Court of the Temple:  Read 1 Kings 7:23-39;

 2 Chronicles 4:1-6, 10

1.
What wasthe central item in the court, described in 2 Chronicles 4:1?

1. Compare its size with the size of its counterpart in the tabernacle:  

Exodus 27:1.  Was it larger or smaller?

3.
Notice also that this was made of solid brass, while that in the tabernacle was made of wood, overlaid with brass:  Exodus 27:1, 2

1. Notice too, that while the tabernacle had only one laver (Exodus 30:17-21), the temple had a huge sea, described in 2 Chronicles 4:2-5 plus 

1 Kings 7:23-26, how many smaller lavers?  1 Kings 7:38;

2 Chronicles 4:6a

5.
Each of these smaller lavers was placed upon a beautifully decorated base, described in 1 Kings 7:27-37.  For what were the lavers and sea used?           2 Chronicles 4:6c, d

a.
Lavers:










b.
Sea:










6.
Where were they placed?  2 Chronicles 4:6b, 10; 1 Kings 7:39
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7.
Read the summary of all that Hiram made of brass:  1 Kings 7:40-47;               2 Chronicles 4:11-18.

B. Furnishings for the Holy Place:  Read 1 Kings 7:48-50

2 Chronicles 4:7, 8, 19, 22

1.
What is the first item mentioned among the vessels for the house of the Lord?  1 Kings 7:48b; 2 Chronicles 4:19b

2.
For what had such an altar been used in the tabernacle?  Exodus 30:1, 10

3.
What two other types of furnishings were in the Holy Place, and how many of each were there?  2 Chronicles 4:7, 8

4. 
Where were these placed?  2 Chronicles 4:7, 8

5.
For what were the tables used?  1 Kings 7:48c, d; 2 Chronicles 4:19c

6.
Notice all the other items which were used by the priests in this room: 

     1 Kings 7:49b-50; 2 Chronicles 4:21, 22.  Of what were they all made?

7.
Compare these furnishings with those in the Holy Place of the tabernacle:  Exodus 25:23-40, 30:1-10.  What was the chief difference?

C. Furnishings for the Most Holy Place:  Read 1 Kings 6:19-28;

2 Chronicles 3:10-14

1.
What was the purpose of the Most Holy Place, or oracle?  1 Kings 6:19

1. Although there were doors to this room, what two other items evidently also separated it from the Holy Place?  1 Kings 6:21b; 2 Chronicles 3:14 

(See Exodus 26:31-35)

3.
What was made in this room?  2 Chronicles 3:10a

      NOTE:  A cherub is one of an order of angels, usually ranked below the       seraphim; cherubim is the plural form of cherub.

4.
Of what were these made?  1 Kings 6:23a, 28; 2 Chronicles 3:10b

5.
How tall were they?  1 Kings 6:23b, 26

6.
How wide was each of their wings?  1 Kings 6:24, 25

7.
How far did their wings therefore reach?  1 Kings 6:27; 2 Chronicles 3:11, 12

8.
How were their faces turned?  2 Chronicles 3:13c

9.
Had any such items as this beautified the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle?


Exodus 40:2-8

D.
The Work for the Temple Completed:  Read 1 Kings 7:52; 2 Chronicles 5:1

1.
After both the house and its furnishings were completed, what did Solomon bring into it?  1 Kings 7:51; 2 Chronicles 5:1

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Would there be any essential difference in the function of the temple from that of the tabernacle?  What would be the three main differences between the two?

2.
Are there any differences between the temple furnishings and worship, and ours today?  If so, what are they, and why do we have them?
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