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The Life of the Early Church: Paul through John’s Revelation

PAUL’S LETTERS FrOM THE ROMAN PRISON



Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians, and Philippians

Two of the great questions left unanswered in the book of Acts are, “What happened at Paul’s trial?” and “How did he spend the rest of his life?”  A few facts concerning these matters may be gleaned from the letters which he wrote during this period.  Study the following to see what you can learn:

A.
Paul’s Letter to Philemon:  Read Philemon 1-25

1.
What did Paul call himself as he wrote this letter to Philemon?  Philemon 9, 1

2.
Whom did he send to Philemon, and beseech (beg)  him to receive?  Philemon 10, 12, 17

3.
What had this man been to Philemon?  Philemon 11a, 16a

4.
But what had he done?  Philemon 18, 15a

5.
Even though Paul was a prisoner, what had he been able to do for Onesimus?  Philemon 10b and THINK!
3. What great change had taken place in Onesimus as a result of this? 

      Philemon 11, 16

7.
What else did Paul ask Philemon to do for him?  Why?  Philemon 22

B.
Paul’s Letter to the Colossians:  Read Colossians 4:7-18

1.
Who traveled with Onesimus to Colosse, and carried a letter to the church there?  Colossians 4:7-9

2.
What two things did Paul want him to do there?  Colossians 4:9, 8

3.
What others were with Paul, and sent greetings in these letters?  Colossians 4:10-14; Philemon 23, 24

4.
What did Paul ask these people to do for him?  Colossians 4:3, 18 

5.
What request did Paul make concerning this letter and another he wrote at the same time?  Colossians 4:16

C.
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians:  Read Ephesians 6:18-24

1.
By whom was this letter carried?  Ephesians 6:21

2.
Notice that the purpose of his coming to them was the same as that stated in Colossians:  Ephesians 6:22.  What did Paul ask these people to do for him?  Ephesians 6:18, 19

D.
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians:  Read Philippians 4:10-23, 1:1-26

1.
Who came to Rome, bearing gifts from the church at Philippi?  Philippians 4:18












2.
What did this cause Paul to do?  Philippians 4:10-14

3.
Was this the first time they had sent gifts to Paul?  Philippians 4:15, 16

4.
Was the Philippian church a rich church?  2 Corinthians 8:1-5

5.
Therefore, what promise did Paul give them?  Philippians 4:19

6. In Paul’s thank-you note for these gifts, sent back by the same messenger (Philippians 2:25), what did he say he hoped would happen soon?  

Philippians 2:24

7.
Whom did he plan to send even before that, as soon as he knew how his trial turned out?  Philippians 2:19, 23

8.
What was Paul’s attitude all the time he was in prison?  Philippians 1:4, 2:17, 4:10, 11

9.
Who had become Christians by this time (possibly a year after the above letters were written)?  Philippians 4:22

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Did Paul’s being a prisoner hinder his work for his Lord?  Philippians 1:12

2.
Do I continue working joyfully for my Lord, in spite of persecutions, difficulties and hindrances which I may encounter?  Philippians 3:13, 14



www.BibleDiscoveries.org Written by Sarah Overstreet Midyett. 
Digital copyright © 2013.  Materials are free to copy and/or adapt for personal and classroom use. 
For other uses contact Questions@GAMELIFE77.com.
www.BibleDiscoveries.org Written by Sarah Overstreet Midyett. 
Digital copyright © 2013.  Materials are free to copy and/or adapt for personal and classroom use. 
For other uses contact Questions@GAMELIFE77.com.

