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Section Two:  OTHER GREAT TEACHINGS
In addition to Jesus' parables, four other great bodies of His teaching deserve special emphasis in this book.  The first of these is:


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT


Matthew 5 - 7, Luke 6:12-49

Nearly everyone is familiar with the fact that Jesus preached a great sermon on a mountain, but few know exactly what teachings this sermon includes.  Study to discover what you can learn that will benefit you in your own personal life:


THE CHRISTIAN'S INNER CHARACTER


Matthew 5:1-16, Luke 6:12-26

A.
The Occasion for This Sermon:  Read Luke 6:12-20

1.
What two things had Jesus done just before he gave this sermon?


a.  Luke 6:12












b.  Luke 6:13











2.
What three groups gathered about Him as He descended to a plain (or 

3.
What did Jesus do for some of them before He began this sermon?  Luke 6:15-19

4.
To whom was this sermon actually given?  Luke 6:20a, Matthew 5:1b-2

B.
The Beatitudes (or "Blessednesses"):  Read Matthew 5:1-12

1.
List in order those whom Jesus said are blessed (enjoying spiritual happiness), and give His reason for including each in this list:


a.  Matthew 5:3












b.  Matthew 5:4












c.  Matthew 5:5











d.  Matthew 5:6












e.  Matthew 5:7












f.  Matthew 5:8












g.  Matthew 5:9












h.  Matthew 5:8-10










2.
Read through the characteristics listed above:  "What part of a person's life do the first eight all portray?  (THINK!)

3.
Read through the list again.  Are these the ones whom the average person in the world today would say are really happy?

4.
What did Jesus say about people who have the opposite character to that portrayed in the beatitudes?  Luke 6:24-26

C.
The Similitudes (or Likenesses):  Read Matthew 5:13-16

1.
To what two things did Jesus liken or compare His followers?  Matthew 5:13a, 14-15

2.
If either of these fails to perform the function for which it was created or designed, is it of any value?  Matthew 5:13-15

3.
What is a Christian good for, if he does not perform God's purpose for him in the world?  (THINK!)

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
How many of the inner characteristics listed in the beatitudes are characteristic of my life?

2.
If I fail to allow Jesus to develop these characteristics in me, can I ever hope to be truly happy?  Can I hope to accomplish God's purpose for my life?
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