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Restoration of the Remnant of Judah

EARLY ACTIVITIES IN JUDAH 

Ezra 2:68 – 4:24

Now that the released captives had returned to their homeland after seventy years’ absence, there was much work to be done.  See now what they did first:

A. The First Activities:  Read Ezra 2:68-70:

1.  When the people arrived in Jerusalem, what did some of the leaders do?  Ezre 2:68-69a

2.  What was the first great task they had to face?  Ezra 2:70 and THINK!

B.  The Second Activities:  Read Ezra 3:1-7:

1.  When the seventh month came, where did all the people gather?  Ezra 3:1

2.  What did the priests and Zerubbabel then do?  Ezra 3:2-3b, 3c
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3.  From what day did they begin doing the latter?  Ezra 3:6a

4.  Then what did all the people do?  Ezra 3:4

     (See Leviticus 23:34 for the date of the feast.  Also, review page 109-

5.  What did they continue to do from that time forward?  Ezra 3:5

6.  What was not yet done?  Ezra 3:6b

7.  To what two groups did they give money to begin preparations for this work? 

8.  To what two other groups did they give provisions?  Ezra 3:7b

9.  What were they to provide in return?  Ezra 3:7d

10. Where did they get the money for all this?  Ezra 3:7d

C.  The Third Activities:  Read Ezra 3:8-13:

1.  In the second month of the second year of their return to Judah, what did they appoint the Levites to do?  Ezra 3:8

2.  What was the first thing the builders did?  Ezra 3:10a

3.  What did the priests and Levites do at this time?  Ezra 3:11a, b

4.  What two kinds of instruments did they use in doing this?  Ezra 3:10b, c

5.  What did all the people then do?  Ezra 3:11c

6.  But what did many of the older men, who had seen the first temple, do?  Ezra 3:12

D.  The Activities Interrupted:  Read Ezra 4:1-24:

1.  When the Adversaries (enemies) of Judah heard that they were building the temple, what did they ask?  Ezra 4:1-2

2.  Did the leaders consent to this?  Ezra 4:3

3.  Therefore, what three things did the enemies do?  Ezra 4:4-5a

4.  After Cyrus was replaced by another ruler, what else did they do?  Ezra 4:6, 4:7

5.  By what name did they call those who had returned to Judah?  Ezra 4:12

6.  What did they say would happen if the Jews were allowed to rebuild Jerusalem?  Ezra 4:16

7.  As a result of these letters, what command was given by the king?  Ezra 4:21

8.  What did the enemies then do?  Ezra 4:23

9.  How long did this continue?  Ezra 4:24

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT;

1.  Did the Jews do right in giving top priority to re-establishing worship, and re-building the temple?  Why did the people of the land oppose them?  Why did God allow the work to stop? 

2.  Am I giving top priority to God’s work in my life today?  Am I being greatly opposed in my efforts?  Even stopped?  Who causes such opposition?  I Peter 5:8-9
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