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The Life of Christ: Infancy through His Ministry

INTRODUCTION TO NEW TESTAMENT GEOGRAPHY

Before you begin the study of the New Testament itself, you will need to have an understanding of some basic facts about the land in which its story begins.  Study Map 1 and seek to master the important facts as follows:

A.
The Names of the Land:  

1.
The area pictured on the map was known in early Old Testament days as the land of Canaan, after the Canaanites, outstanding inhabitants of the area at that time (Genesis 12:5, 6).

2.
Later, it was called the Promised Land, since it was promised to Abraham and his descendants as their national homeland (Genesis 15:7, Deuteronomy 27:3).

3.
After Abraham's descendants conquered the Canaanites and took possession of the land, it was called Israel because of their national name, the Israelites (See Genesis 32:28, Joshua 11:23 for the origin of this name).

4.
When the nation Israel was divided in the days of Solomon's son, the northern part was called Israel and the southern part was called Judah.  After the northern part was carried into captivity, the southern part became known as Judea, since only Judah remained there.  This name was still used for the southern part in the days of Christ (Ezra 5:8, Matthew 2:1).

5.
Three hundred or more years after the time of Christ, the area began to be called Palestine, after the ancient Philistines who inhabited the coastal section of the land (Genesis 13:17, Exodus 15:15).  It is by this name that the whole area is commonly known today.

6.
In 1948, a small part of this area was given back to Abraham's descendants, the Jews (2 Kings 16:6), as their national homeland.  It is called by their ancient name, Israel.

B.
Outstanding Geographical Features of the Land:

1.
Learn the names and locations of the following:

a.
The sea on which the land borders.

b.
The mountain that juts out into the sea.

c.
The three important bodies of water within the land.

d.
The important river that connects these bodies of water.

e.
The four main geographical divisions during the time of Christ.

2.
Be able to draw in the dotted lines that separate these divisions.

3.
From a relief map, tell:


a.
What is the chief characteristic of this land?


b.
What makes it fertile?

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
How much of the earth's surface is included in this map?

2.
Why is this tiny spot so important in world history?
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