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DAVID’S GREAT SIN

2 Samuel 11

As a result of David’s conquest, Israel was now in control of virtually all the territory God had promised to them through Moses.  On a map notice the size of Israel now, compared to what it had been under the Judges and Saul.  Now study to see what happened during the last conflict studies:

A. David’s Actions During War Times:  Read 2 Samuel 11:1-4

1. What did kings usually do at this particular time of year?  2 Samuel 11:1b

_













2. However, instead of going  himself, what did David do at this time?  

2 Samuel 11:1c

_












3. Notice that the battle they engaged in is the one described at the end of the previous lesson:  Compare 2 Samuel 11:1d, e, with 2 Samuel 12:26.  What did David do while his forces were fighting?  2 Samuel 11:1f

_













4. What two things did he do on a certain evening?  2 Samuel 11:2b, c

_













5. From the roof of his house, what did he see?  2 Samuel 11:2d

_













6. Could he help catching a glimpse of this? _________ Whose fault was it that he saw this woman?  (THINK!)

_













7. But, what did David evidently do after he got the first glimpse? 

 Read 2 Samuel 11:2e and THINK!

_












8. Was this wrong?  (See Matthew 5:28 and tell why or why not.)

9. What should David have done at this point?  (See 2 Timothy 2:22; 

Philippians 4:8)

_













10.But what did he do instead?  2 Samuel 11:3a

      _













11.What did he discover about the woman he had seen?  2 Samuel 11:3e

      _













12What should he by all means have done, as soon as he discovered that the   

     woman was married?  (See Exodus 20:17b, 14)

      _













13.Notice what he did instead:  2 Samuel 11:4.  Did he seem to realize what a 

      terrible sin he had committed?

      _













B. The Results of Davids’ Actions:  Read 2 Samuel 11:5-27c

1. Notice the first recorded natural result of David’s sin:  2 Samuel 11:5.

2.  Since Bathsheba’s husband was one of David’s mighty men 

(2 Samuel 23:8, 39) and had been at war for some time, would this be readily 

explainable? 

_













1. If David had not realized it before, what should he certainly have realized about his actions at this time?  (THINK!)

_













2. What could he have done, if he had realized this?  (See 1 John 1:9)

_













3. But what did he try to do instead?  (Read 2 Samuel 11:6-13, compare with Proverbs 28:13)

_













4. When this scheme failed, what did David instruct Joab to do? 

2 Samuel 11:14, 15

_













5. When Joab did this, of what additional sin did David become guilty?  

2 Samuel 11:16, 17; Exodus 20:13

_













6. After Bath-sheba’s mourning for her husband was past, what did David do?  

2 Samuel 11:27b, c

_












7. What happened after this?  2 Samuel 11:27d

_













C. An Evaluation of David’s Actions:  Read 2 Samuel 11:27d

1. No doubt David was greatly relieved after he had married Bath-sheba, thinking that at last he had covered up for his sin.  But who was aware of all that he had done? (See  Proverbs 5:21, 15:3; Jeremiah 16:17; Genesis 16:13b)

_













2.  How did God feel about what David had done?  2 Samuel 11:27d

_













3. Would God let David get away with this sin?  Watch the next few lessons to see. 

_












QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. If David had been completely occupied with what God had called him to do. Would he have been very likely to have committed this sin?  What else could he have done to keep from committing this sin?  What had God provided for him all along the path of his temptations?  (See 1 Corinthians 10:13d and review Proverbs 4:23)

_












2. Am I ever tempted as David was?  What do I do at such times?  What should I do?

_
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