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The Life of the Early Church: Paul through John’s Revelation

SUMMARY OF PAUL'S LIFE AND WORK

In the second great division of the book of Acts, chapters 13-28, the main character is undoubtedly Paul, who went out from the city of Antioch in Syria and reached mainly the Gentiles.  See what you can learn from this summary of his life:

A.
Paul's Early Heritage:  Read Acts 22:3, 25-29, 23:6, 26:4, 5

1.
What was Paul's race by birth?  Acts 22:3a

2.
In what city was he born?  Acts 22:3b

3.
Note:  Locate this city on a map.  Tarsus was essentially a Greek city, where the Greek language was spoken and Greek literature was cultivated.  It was the third university center of the world, surpassed at that time only by Athens and Alexandria.  Thus Paul became a Greek by culture.

4.
In what city had Paul received his schooling?  Acts 22:3c, 21:17

5.
What very famous man had been his teacher?  Acts 22:3d, 5:34

6.
What subject matter had he studied?  Acts 22:3c

7.
To what group of the Jewish religion did Paul belong as a result of this schooling?  Acts 23:6, 26:5

8.
What name could be applied to Paul because of his citizenship?  Acts 22:25, 27:29b

9.
In what two ways could this citizenship be obtained?  Acts 22:28

10.
How had Paul obtained it?  Acts 22:28b

11.
Although Paul's father was of the purest Hebrew stock (See Romans 11:1; Philippians 3:5), he had probably obtained this citizenship.  What three things could not legally be done to a Roman citizen?  Acts 22:29, 25b, 16:37a

12.
This citizenship also meant that one could not be crucified, and had the right to appeal to Rome for justice.  (See Acts 25:10-12, where Paul did just this)

13.
Thus we see that Paul was a Jew by race, a Greek by culture, a Roman by citizenship, and a Pharisee by religion.  Notice how each part of his background helped him in fulfilling God's purpose for his life.

B.
God's Plan for Paul's Life:  Read Acts 9:10-16, 22:12-16

1.
To what three groups had God chosen Paul to witness, even before he was saved?  Acts 9:15

2.
What else had God said Paul must do for Him?  Acts 9:16

C.
God's Plan Carried Out: 

1.
To whom did Paul minister especially on his first missionary journey?  Acts 13:5












6. What two things did he teach that upset these people?  

a.
Acts 17:3b











b.
Acts 15:5, 24 and THINK!









3.
To whom did he turn after they had rejected his message?  Acts 13:46b

4.
What group of the Gentiles did he especially upset on his second missionary journey?  Acts 16:20, 21

5.
What was the teaching which so upset them?  Acts 17:7b

6.
What other group of the Gentiles did he especially upset on his third missionary journey?  Acts 19:10b

7.
What was the teaching which so upset them?  Acts 19:26d 

8.
Before what kings did Paul bear testimony for his Lord?  Acts 26:27, 28, 25:12b

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
When did God begin to prepare Paul for his life's work?  (See Ephesians 1:4)

2.
What is God able to do with every circumstance of my ancestry and past?  (See Philippians 1:12)
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