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The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges

THE LATER LIFE OF SAMSON, THE FOURTEENTH JUDGE

Judges 16

Samson’s work as a judge was different from all the other judges in that they were empowered to lead an army against the enemy, while he was given power to perform great personal feats against them.  Study now the end of Samson’s life:

A.  Samson at Gaza:  Read Judges 16:1-3

1. Because of all Samson’s feats against the Philistines, what did the Philistines in Gaza plan to do to him when they discovered he was in their city?  

Judges 16:2

2. When Samson left their city at midnight, what did he take with him? 

 Judges 16:3

B.  Samson and Delilah:  Read Judges 16:4-20

1.  After this, how did Samson feel toward the Philistine woman named Delilah?  Judges 16:4

2.  What did the lords of the Philistines ask her to do?  Judges 16:5a-e

3.  What did they intend to do to Samson?  Judges 16:5f

4.  What did they each promise to give Delilah if she could find out Samson’s secret?  Judges 16:5g

5.  Did Delilah cooperate with the Philistine lords?  Judges 16:6

6.  What does this prove about her true feelings toward Samson?  (THINK!)
7.  Chart how Samson said he might be bound, and what happened when he was so bound:

a.  Judges 16:7



Judges 16:8, 9





b.  Judges 16:11


Judges 16:12





c.  Judges 16:13


Judges 16:14





8.  What did Delilah then ask?  Judges 16:15a

9.  Do you think Delilah really loved Samson?

10.What did Delilah continue to do in the days which followed?  Judges 16:16a

11.How did Samson finally feel?  Judges 16:16b

12.What did he finally do?  Judges 16:17

13.After calling for the lords of the Philistines, what did Delilah then do?

Judges 16:19a-c

14.What happened to Samson as a result?  Judges 16:19d

15.Did Samson know this had happened?  Judges 16:20b

16.Why did it happen?  Judges 16:20c

C.  The Philistines’ Treatment of Samson:  Read Judges 16:21-31

1.  What three things did the Philistines do to Samson after this?  Judges 16:21

a.













b.













c.













2.  What began to happen after this?  Judges 16:22

3.  What did the Philistines do to celebrate their victory over their great enemy?  Judges 16:23

4.  What did they make Samson do for them?  Judges 16:25

5.  How many Philistines were on the roof of the house?  Judges 16:27

6.  What did Samson then do?  Judges 16:28a

7.  What did he ask God to do?  Judges 16:28b

8.  Then what did he do?  Judges 16:2, -30a

9.  What happened as a result?  Judges 16:30b

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Was Samson’s personal life pleasing to God?  Could he have done more for God if he had not given in to his one great weakness--love for women?  

(See 1 Corinthians 9:27)

2.  What is my one great weakness?  Will I allow this to keep me from serving God as fully and effectively as possible?  What can give me control over this?  (See Galatians 5:22)
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