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The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges

EVENTS IN ONE FAMILY DURING THE TIMES OF THE JUDGES

1 Samuel 1, 2:1 - 11, 18 - 21

As the era of the Judges drew toward a close, events took place which had a profound effect on the entire nation of Israel.  Study now the first in this series of events:

A.  A Description of One Family:  Read 1 Samuel 1:1, 2

1.  Who was the head of this family? 1Samuel 1:1b

2.  Where did the family live?  1 Samuel 1:19c, 1a

     (Locate this city on a map)

3.  What was unusual about this man’s family compared to families of our culture?  1 Samuel 1:2a

4.  What did one wife have that the other did not?  1 Samuel 1:2c

B.  The Problem in the Family:  Read 1 Samuel 1:3-8

1.  Why did this man leave his own city every year?  1 Samuel 1:3a

2.  To what city did he go?  1 Samuel 1:3b

     (Locate this city on a map.)

3.  When Elkanah made his sacrifices, what did he usually give to

a.  Peninnah and her sons and daughters?  1 Samuel 1:4




b.  Hannah?  1 Samuel 1:5a









4.  Of what was his gift to Hannah proof?  1 Samuel 1:5b

5.  Who had caused Hannah’s barrenness? 1 Samuel 1:5c, 6c

6.  What made this problem of barrenness even worse?  1 Samuel 1:6a, b

7.  How long did this problem continue?  1 Samuel 1:7a-c

8.  Therefore, what did Hannah do?  1 Samuel 1:7d

9.  Notice how Hannah’s husband tried to comfort her: 1 Samuel 1:8

C.  Hannah’s Action Concerning Her Problem:  Read 1 Samuel 1:9-18

1. After the feast, how did Hannah feel because of her problem?  

1 Samuel 1:10a

2.  Therefore, what did she do?  1 Samuel 1:10b

3.  For what did she ask the Lord?  1 Samuel 1:11f

4.  What did she promise to do if God would grant her request?  1 Samuel 1:11g

5.  What did Eli the priest think was the cause of her voiceless speech? 

1 Samuel 1:12-14

1. When he learned the true cause (1 Samuel 1:15, 16), what did he say to her? 

1 Samuel 1:17

7.  How did Hannah feel after this?  1 Samuel 1:18

D.  God’s Solution to Hannah’s Problem:  Read 1 Samuel 1:19-2:10

1.  After this family had returned to their home (1 Samuel 1:19), what later happened?  1 Samuel 1:20

2.  How long did Hannah wait before going up to Shiloh again? 1 Samuel 1:21-23

3.  Then what did she do?  1Samuel 1:24b, 25b, 28

4.  What else did Hannah do while she was in Shiloh?  1 Samuel 2:1a

5.  How did she feel as she did this?  1 Samuel 2:1b

E.  Later Events in This Family:  Read 1 Samuel 2:11, 18-20

1. When the family returned to their home, what did Samuel do? 

1 Samuel 2:11, 18

2. What two things did his mother do for him each year thereafter?  

1 Samuel 2:19

3.  Notice what Eli did upon one such occasion: 1 Samuel 2:20.  After this, what did the Lord give Hannah? 1 Samuel 2:21

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Did it pay Hannah to take her problem to the Lord?  To promise to give that which He gave her back to Him?  To keep her promise to God, even though it cost her much?

2.  Have I learned to take my problems to the Lord?  To pray for His gain, rather than just for my own good?  To keep my promises to God, even though it may cost me much?  Would it pay me to develop such habits, if I have not already done so?
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