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The Life of the Early Church: Paul through John’s Revelation

THE REVELATION

Within a few years after John’s arrival in Ephesus, all the other apostles had laid down their lives for their Lord.  But John, who had been the youngest of the apostles, lived on for some thirty years, reportedly dying at the beginning of Trajan’s reign (about the year A. D. 98) in the 98th year of his life.  See what you can learn of his labors during these years from the book of Revelation, written about A. D. 96:

John's Great Vision

Revelation 1

A.
Introduction to the Book:  Read Revelation 1:1-3

1.
The word revelation means that which is revealed, or disclosed.  Of whom is this book especially a revelation?  Revelation 1:1a

2.
What was the main purpose for this book?  Revelation 1:1b

3.
What does God promise to those who read and hear the words of this book?  Revelation 1:3

B.
The Recipients and Writer of the Book:  Read Revelation 1:4-9

1.
To whom was this book written?  Revelation 1:4a, 11b

2.
Locate these places on a map.  What were these people undergoing at this time?  Revelation 1:9a and THINK!
3.
Where was John when he wrote this book?  Revelation 1:9b

4.
Locate this place on a map. Why was John there?  Revelation 1:9c

C.
The First Event of the Book:  Read Revelation 1:10-16
1.
As John was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, what did he hear behind him?  Revelation 1:10

2.
When John turned around, whom did he see?  Revelation 1:12a, 13a

3.
Describe this One, picturing in your mind each detail:  Revelation 1:13b-16

a.
Clothing:











b.
Head and hair:










c.
Eyes:












d.
Feet:












e.
Voice:












f.
Weapon:











g.
Face:











4.
What characteristics or attributes of Jesus are revealed in this vision?  (THINK!)











5.  Among what was He standing?  Revelation 1:13a

6.
What did these represent?  Revelation 1:20c

7.
What was He holding in His right hand?  Revelation 1:16a

8.
What did these represent?  Revelation 1:20b

9.
Therefore, what did this vision show John that Jesus was doing?  (THINK!)
D.
The Effect of the Vision on John:  Read Revelation 1:17-20
1.
What did John do when he saw the Person in this vision?  Revelation 1:17a

2.
What message was given to John at this time?  Revelation 1:17, 18

3.
What command was given to him?  Revelation 1:19

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What effect would this message have on the churches who first received it?

2.
What is Jesus’ relationship to me today?  What is He doing for me?
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