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Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person

THE CHRISTIAN'S RELATIONSHIP TO HIS FELLOW-MAN


Matthew 7:1-12

In the past few lessons, we have noticed that it was the person's heart condition--his inner character--which determines his happiness, rather than any outward conditions, such as what he may get or do, or where he may be; we saw that it was the heart attitude which matters in the keeping of the law, and the performance of all religious acts; and also, that it was the heart attitude toward riches which determines to a great extent a person's activities throughout life.  With this in mind, seek to discover what is the most important rule one should follow in his dealings with his fellow-man, as taught by Jesus in this great sermon on the mountain:

A.
The Relationship to Another's Faults:  Read Matthew 7:1-5

1.
Why did Jesus say His followers should not judge (criticize and condemn) others?  Matthew 7:1

2.
If we do judge others with criticism and condemnation, what will happen to us?  Matthew 7:2a

3.
Notice the illustration in Matthew 7:2b.  If you borrowed a measuring cup of sugar from a neighbor, what would the neighbor use to mete (measure) how much to return to you?  (THINK!)

4.
Do you see how the same thing would be true if you criticize and condemn that neighbor?

5.
Notice a second illustration in Matthew 7:3-5.  Would it be wise for a person to be concerned about a mote (speck of dust) in his friend's eye, if he had a beam (huge board or log) in his own eye?  Matthew 7:3

6.
Would you let a person with a beam in his eye help you get the mote out of your eye?  Matthew 7:4

7.
What did Jesus call such a person?  Matthew 7:5a

8.
What did He say that person should do first?  Matthew 7:5b

9.
Then what would he be able to do?  Matthew 7:5c

B.
The Relationship to Unreceptive Hearers:  Read Matthew 7:6

1.
Should holy things be given to dogs?  Matthew 7:6a

2.
Should pearls be put down for swine (pigs and hogs) to admire?  Matthew 7:6b

3.
What would they probably do, if you should do this?  Matthew 7:6c

4.
Therefore, should you continue to talk about the things of the Lord to someone who is a savage and snarling hater of truth, or who seems incapable of appreciating the priceless jewels of Christianity?

C.
The Secret of Such Relationships:  Read Matthew 7:7-11

1.
Do you think it would be easy to keep from criticizing and condemning others?

2.
Would it be easy to know when to witness to a person, and when to stop if he shows a savage attitude toward the things of the Lord?

3.
But what might be a great help in both of these matters?  Matthew 7:7-8

D.
The Golden Rule for All Relationships:  Read Matthew 7:12

1.
What type of things should you do to other people?  Matthew 7:12a

2.
In what manner should you do these things?  Matthew 7:12b

3.
Where had this principle been taught before Jesus Himself gave it?  Matthew 7:12c

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Have I been guilty of critical and condemning judgment of other people?  What is the remedy for this?  I Peter 4:8

2.
What faults are there in my own life which may be greater than those which I have condemned in others?  See Romans 12:3
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