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The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges

ELI, THE FIFTEENTH JUDGE

1 Samuel 2:12 – 4:22

The events of the previous lesson introduced us to Eli, the priest.  1 Samuel 4:18e tells us he was also a judge of Israel.  Study now about him in this capacity:

A.  The Actions of Eli’s Sons:  Read 1 Samuel 2:12-17, 22

1.  What two things were true of Eli’s sons?  1 Samuel 2:12

     NOTE: “Sons of Belial” is an expression of scorn and disdain, implying “reckless”, “lawless”; a fool or worthless fellow.

2.  Since the priesthood was hereditary, Eli’s sons were also priests.  Notice their actions when a worshipper offered an animal to the Lord: 1 Samuel 2:13-16.

3.  What does this show about their attitude toward the offerings God had ordained for them?  1 Samuel 2:17b

4.  What is their action called?  1 Samuel 2:17a

5.  Notice another terrible practice of theirs: 1 Samuel 2:22b.
B.  Eli’s Response to His Sons’ Actions:  Read 1 Samuel 2:22-26

1.  Did Eli know what his sons were doing?  1 Samuel 2:22a

1. Did he do anything about it?  1 Samuel 2:23a.  What did he do?  

1 Samuel 2:23b-25b

3.  Yet what did his sons do?  1 Samuel 2:25c

4.  Therefore, what did the Lord determine to do?  1 Samuel 2:25d

5.  By contrast, what did the child Samuel do?  1 Samuel 2:26

C.  God’s First Message Concerning Eli’s Household:  Read 1 Samuel 2:27-36

1.  Who came to Eli at this time?  1 Samuel 2:27a

2.  After reminding Eli of all God had done for him, what did God say Eli had done?  

a. 1 Samuel 2:29a










b. 1 Samuel 2:29b










3.  Therefore, what did God say would happen in Eli’s household?  

1 Samuel 2:31b, 32b, 33b

2. What was God’s sign to Eli that this would actually come to pass?  

1 Samuel 2:34

5.  Then what would God do?  1 Samuel 2:35

6.  Notice what Eli’s descendants would then do: 1 Samuel 2:36
D. God’s Second Message Concerning Eli’s Household:  

Read 1 Samuel 3:1–4:1

1.  After long silence (1 Samuel 3:1), to whom did God speak?  1 Samuel 3:2-4

2.  What did God say He was going to do?  1 Samuel 3:12

3.  Why was He going to do this?  1 Samuel 3:13b

4.  When Samuel told Eli God’s message (1 Samuel 3:15-18a), what did Eli say?

1 Samuel  3:18b

5.  What did all Israel know about Samuel after that?  1 Samuel 3:19-21

E.  Events Following God’s Messages:  Read 1 Samuel 4

1.  What did Israel then do?  1 Samuel 4:1b

2.  When they were beaten, what did they decide to do?  1 Samuel 4:2-4

3.  How did this cause the Philistines to feel?  1 Samuel 4:7-9

4.  Yet what three things happened in the battle?  1 Samuel 4:10a, 11a, 11b

a.













b.













c.













3. When this news was brought back to Shiloh, what happened?  

1 Samuel 4:18-20

a.













b.













QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Did Eli and his sons deserve the terrible judgments God sent upon them?

2.  How does God evaluate my actions?  Are they sinful in His sight?  What will He have to do to  me and my household because of these actions?  Do I want this?  What can I do to avoid it?  (See 1 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Samuel 2:35b)
www.BibleDiscoveries.org Written by Sarah Overstreet Midyett. 
Digital copyright © 2013.  Materials are free to copy and/or adapt for personal and classroom use. 
For other uses contact Questions@GAMELIFE77.com.
www.BibleDiscoveries.org Written by Sarah Overstreet Midyett. 
Digital copyright © 2013.  Materials are free to copy and/or adapt for personal and classroom use. 
For other uses contact Questions@GAMELIFE77.com.

