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TROUBLE CONCERNING ABSALOM

2 Samuel 14:24 – 17:29

At last it seemed that David’s troubles concerning Absalom were ended.  But in reality, they were only beginning.  See now how he treated Absalom upon his return, and what events took place following this:

A. David’s Actions Toward Absalom:  Read 2 Samuel 14:24, 28:33

1. When Absalom returned to Jerusalem, what did David order that he do?  

2 Samuel 14:24

_












2. How long did this continue?  2 Samuel 14:28

_













3. When Absalom sent for Joab to have him contact David about this, what happened?  2 Samuel 14:29

_













4. Notice what Absalom finally did to be able to contact Joab:  

2 Samuel 14:30, 31

5. What did he tell Joab he wanted to do, regardles of the consequences?  

2 Samuel 14:32

_













6. When this was arranged, what did David do to Absalom?  2 Samuel 14:33

_













B. Absalom’s Actions Towards Israel:  Read 2 Samuel 14:25-27, 15:1-12

1. Read the description of Absalom’s physical appearance:  2 Samuel 14:25.  What was one of his most outstanding features?  2 Samuel 14:26

_













2.  Notice that Absalom had four children, and his daughter was grown:  

2 Samuel 14:27

3.  After David finally saw Absalom , notice what Absalom began to do?  

2 Samuel 15:1-5.  By these actions, what did he do?  2 Samuel 15:6b

_













4.  After four years of such actions (scholars agree it could not be forty, since 

David reigned only forty years in all), what did Absalom ask David’s permission to do?  2 Samuel 15:7

_













5.  But notice his real purpose in going to this city:  2 Samuel 15:10

6.  Who did he take with him?  2 Samuel 15:11a

_













7.   Did they know why Absalom was inviting them?  2 Samuel 15:11b
_













8.  For what special person did Absalom send?  2 Samuel 15:12a

_













NOTE:  Jewish writers tell us this man was Bathsheba’s grandfather.

9.   Notice the extent of the conspiracy:  2 Samuel 15:12c, d

C. David’s Reaction to Absalom’s Actions:  Read 2 Samuel 15:13-17:29

1. When David heard of Absalom’s actions, what did he advise that he and his 

servants should do?  2 Samuel 15:14

_













2. Who did they leave to keep the house?  2 Samuel 15:16b

_













3. Notice the three groups who came with David besides his servants: 

2 Samuel 15:18.  The Cherethites were from a Philistine tribe in southern Palestine, and together with the Pelethites, who were couriers, made up David’s bodyguard.

     _













4. Notice how David tested the Gittites, and their response:  2 Samuel 15:19-22.

5. Who did David send back into the city, to work for him there?

2 Samuel 24:37

a. 24, 29, 27 _










b. 32-34, 37 _










6. As David travelled, what two men met him, and what did each do?  

2 Samuel 16:1-8

a. 1-4 _











b. 5-8 _











7. When Abishai wanted to kill the latter, notice what David said:  

2 Samuel 16:9-14

8. When Absalom came into the city, notice what Ahithophel counseled him to 

do:  2 Samuel 16:21.  What did this fullfil?

9. Read what Athithophel counseled Absalom to do, 2 Samuel 17:1-4; and what Hushai counseled him to do, 2 Samuel 17:5-13.  Which did the men of Israel decide was the better advice?  2 Samuel 17:14

_













10.Notice what each of these men did after this:  2 Samuel 17:15-22, 23.

11.Trace David’s journeys on a map.  2 Samuel 15:23, 32, 16:5, 17:22, 24.

12.Where did Israel and Absalom camp?  2 Samuel 17:26



      _













13.Notice what three men did for David’s forces in Mahanaim:


     2 Samuel 17:27-29.

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Was David wise to bring Absalom back to Israel?  To refuse to see him for two years?  Did this help prompt Absalom’s revolt?  What was the main cause of it?

_












2. Does it ever pay to break even one of God’s commands?  Have I broken one recently?  What may I expect to happen as a result?  Is there any way I can avoid this? 

_
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