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A SUMMARY OF SOLOMON’S REIGN

1 Kings 4

The summary of Solomon’s reign given toward the beginning of the account in 

1 Kings is equally appropriate at the end of the study of his life.  Study this summary now:

A.
Solomon’s Chief Officers:  Read 1 Kings 4:1-6

1.
List the chief officers of Solomon’s kingdom:  1 Kings 4:2-6


a.
Scribes: 


 and


the sons of Shisha   (3a)


b.
Recorder: 






the son of Ahilud (3b)


c.
Over the host: 




       the son of Jehoiada (4a)


d.
Priests: 



 and 




        (4b)


e.
Over the officers (those in Section B?):

          the son of Nathan (5a)


f.
Principal officer, and the king’s friend: 

          the son of Nathan (5b)



and


the son of Zadok (2b).  (“Priest” in verse 2 is a mis-translation of the same Hebrew word translated “principal officer” in  verse 5.)


g.
Over the household:  



(6a); h. Over the tribute: 


_





 (6b)

2.
Compare these with David’s chief officers.  Check those who were in David’s “cabinet”, and double check those who had the same office then.

B.
Solomon’s Other Officers:  Read 1 Kings 4: 7-19, 26-28, 22, 23

1.
How many other officers did Solomon have over all Israel?  1 Kings 4:7a

2.
What two things did these provide for Solomon?  1 Kings 4:7b, 27a, b, 28

a.













b.













3.
How long must each make such provision?  1 Kings 4:7c, 27c

4.
How much must each provide for each day of his month?  1 Kings 4:22, 23


a.
Fine flour:  


 b. Meal:

c. Fat Oxen:





d.
Oxen out of the pastures:


e. Sheep:



f.
Other animals:



5.
Did they have any difficulty in providing so much?  1 Kings 4:27d

6.
Read the names of these officers, 1 Kings 4:8-19, noting especially the following:


a.
Two sons-in-law of the king:

 (11) and


 (15);


b.

the son of Ahilud (12), probably the brother of  “the recorder” (3b)
c. _

 the son of Hushai (16); Hushai was David’s counselor

(1 Chronicles 27:33b)

7.   Notice that although there were twelve such officers, they were not each 

over a tribe, but rather over a district, probably determined by population and resources.  Probably each was over the civil government of his district, as well.

C.
The Extent of Solomon’s Dominion:  Read 1 Kings 4:21, 24

1. List the three boundaries of Solomon’s kingdom:  1 Kings 4:21;

 2 Chronicles 9:26

2.
Compare these with what God had promised He would give to Abraham’s seed:  Genesis 15:18.  Did God keep his promise?  (See also Joshua 1:4.)

3.
What was Solomon’s relationship to the other kings who were in this territory?


a.
2 Chronicles 9:26a; 1 Kings 4:21a, 24a, c







b.
1 Kings 4:21b










D.
General Description of Solomon’s Reign:  Read 1 Kings 4:20, 24d-25

1. Describe the population during Solomon’s time:  1 Kings 4:20a, b 

(See Genesis 22:17)

2.
What three things did the people spend their time doing during his reign?       1 Kings 4:20c

3.
What did Solomon have on all sides of his kingdom?  1 Kings 4:24d

4.
Therefore, what were Judah and Israel able to do all the days of Solomon?     1 Kings 4:25

E.
Solomon’s Literary Achievements:  Read 1 Kings 4:32, 33

1.
How many proverbs did Solomon speak? How many songs? 1 Kings 4:32


NOTE:  Of these, only 915 verses are contained in the book of Proverbs; and only three of his songs are in the Bible:  The Song of Solomon, and Psalms 72 and 127.

2.
Notice five of the chief subjects on which Solomon spoke: 1 Kings 4:33

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Did the people of Solomon’s day have a good life?  Would it have been interesting and challenging to have lived then?

2.
Can I have a good and interesting life at my age?  Are there any challenges for my generation?  What are they?  Am I responding to these challenges? Fully?
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