2  Bible Discoveries: Detailed OT History Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges
1  Bible Discoveries: Detailed OT History Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

The Conquest of Canaan and Era of the Judges

SAMUEL, THE SIXTEENTH JUDGE

1 Samuel  5 - 7

After God's predicted judgments on the household of Eli had come to pass, Samuel became the judge of Israel (See 1 Samuel 7:15).  Read to see what happened during the years of his rule:

A. The Ark of God Among the Philistines:  Read 1 Samuel 5:1-6:12

1.  After the ark of God was captured by the Philistines, where was it placed?

1 Samuel 5:1, 2

NOTE:  Dagon was the chief god of the Philistines.  (Locate all cities on a map)

2.  Notice what happened on each of the next two days: 1 Samuel 5:3, 4

3.  Then what two things did God do to the inhabitants of that city?  1 Samuel 5:6

4.  Therefore, what did they do with the ark?  1 Samuel 5:8

5.  Notice the three terrible things which happened there: 1 Samuel 5:9

6.  What did they then do with the ark?  1 Samuel 5:10a

7.  When the ark came to them, what did these people do?  1 Samuel 5:10b

1. Nevertheless, notice the three things which happened there:  

1 Samuel 5:11e, f, 12a

2. Therefore, what did they recommend should be done with the ark?  

1 Samuel 5:11a-c

10.After consultation with their priests and diviners (1 Samuel 6:2-6) , by whom did they decide to send the ark back?  1 Samuel 6:7

11.If these should go to the nearest town in Israel instead of to their calves at home, as it would be natural for them to do, what did the diviners agree it would prove?  1 Samuel 6:9

12.When the cows were turned loose, what did they do?  1 Samuel 6:10-12a

13.Who followed, watching them?  1 Samuel 6:12b

B.  The Ark of God In Israel:  Read 1 Samuel 6:13-7:2

1.  When the people of Beth-shemesh saw the ark of God coming, what did they do?

a. 1 Samuel 6:13










b. 1 Samuel 6:14b, c










2.  Then what did some of the people of Beth-shemesh do?  1 Samuel 6:19b

3.  Therefore, what did the Lord do to them?  1 Samuel 6:19a, c

4.  What did this teach them about God?  1 Samuel 6:20

5.  To what city did they then send the ark?  1 Samuel 6:21, 7:1

6.  How long was the ark in the land of the Philistines?  1 Samuel 6:1

7.  Yet how long was it after its return before the Israelites began to seek the Lord?  1 Samuel 7:2

C.  Samuel's Message to Israel and Its Results:  Read 1 Samuel 7:3-17

1.  If the people really wanted to return to God with all their hearts, what two things did Samuel say they must do to prove this?  1 Samuel 7:3c-e

a. 













b.













2.  What did he promise would happen if they would do this?  1 Samuel 7:3f

3.  Did they do this?  1 Samuel 7:4

4.  When Samuel gathered them together for a time of prayer, fasting and confession (1 Samuel 7:5, 6), what did the Philistines do?  1 Samuel 7:7a, b

5.  How did the Israelites feel at first?  1 Samuel 7:7d

6.  What did they ask Samuel to do for them?  1 Samuel 7:8

1. When Samuel did this (1 Samuel 7:9, 10b), what did the Lord do?  

1 Samuel 7:10c, d

8.  Therefore, what two things happened to the Philistines?  1 Samuel 7:10e, 13

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Need the Israelites have waited 20 years to gain this wonderful victory over the Philistines?  Could they have had it sooner?  How do you know?  On what conditions?

2.  Am I now burdened down under the oppression of any enemy?  Need I continue under such oppression?  How can I gain the victory over it?  When may I do it?  Will I?
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