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THE BATTLE AGAINST ABSALOM’S FORCES

2 Samuel 18:1 – 19:4

Since the forces of Absalom were bent on the destruction of David and his forces, it was inevitable that there must be a battle.  See now what happened during this battle:

A. David’s Preparations for the Battle:  Read 2 Samuel 18:1-5
1. What two things did David first do to prepare for the battle?  2 Samuel 18:1

_













2. How did he divide his forces?  2 Samuel 18:2a-c

_













3. What did David plan to do?  2 Samuel 18:2d, e

_













4. Notice why the people said this would not be a good idea:  2 Samuel 18:3

5. After the people had filed out of the city, what did David command his three captains to do, and why?  2 Samuel 18:5a, b

_













6. Who heard this charge?  2 Samuel 18:5c

_













B.  Events During the Battle:  Read 2 Samuel 18:6-18

1. Where did the battle occur?  2 Samuel 18:6b

_













2. What happened during the battle?  2 Samuel 18:7

_













3. What killed more people than the sword?  2 Samuel 18:8

_













4. Notice what happened to Absalom as he met the servants of David: 

2 Samuel 18:9

5.  When one of David’s men saw this, and told Joab, what did Joab ask?  

2 Samuel 18:11

      _













6.  Why did the man say he would not kill Absalom for any amount of money?

2 Samuel 18:12

      _













7. Notice what the man said would have happened if he had done this?  

2 Samuel 18:13

8.  What three things then happened to Absalom?  2 Samuel 18:14, 15, 17a-c     

      a. _












a. _











b. _











9.  Was this what Absalom had planned for his burial?  2 Samuel 18:18

_













10.What did the two armies then do?  2 Samuel 18:16, 17d

a. David’s: 16 _










b. Absalom’s: 17d _









C.  Reports Concerning the Battle:  Read 2 Samuel 18:19-19:4

1. Who asked to bear tidings of the victory to the king?  2 Samuel 18:19

_













2. Notice why Joab said he should not bear tidings on this day:  2 Samuel 18:20

3. Whom did Joab send with tidings instead?  2 Samuel 18:21

_













4. After he had left, what did Ahimaaz still beg to be allowed to do?  

2 Samuel 18:22

      _













5. Although he had no tidings, because of his persistence, what did Joab finally tell him?  2 Samuel 18:23b

_













6. How did he go, and with what results?  2 Samuel 18:23c, d

_













7. How did David learn that the messengers were coming?  2 Samuel 18:24-26

_













8. When David learned that the first was Ahimaaz, what kind of tidings did he expect?  2 Samuel 18:27

_













9. Did he bring good tidings?  2 Samuel 18:28-30

_













10. Try to decide why he had insisted on running, and made sure he got there first.

11. When Cushite brought his tidings (2 Samuel 18:31, 32), what did the king do?  

2 Samuel 18:33a-c

      _













12.Notice what he said as he went:  2 Samuel 18:33d, e

13.As his forces came back into the city after their victory, what did he continue 

      to do?  2 Samuel 19:1-4

      _













QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. Who suffered most from Absalom’s death?  Was David realistic in ordering his captains to deal gently with Absalom?  Was there any effective way to stop his revolt without killing him?  Who allowed him to be killed, and why? 

2 Samuel 12:10, 11

_












2. Would I like to have my child revolt against me?  To cause my parents or God such sorrow as David’s by revolting against them?  How could I avoid both?

_
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