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SPECIAL TIMES OF REST FOR ISRAEL

Leviticus 23:1 - 3, 25:1-55;  Exodus 35:1 - 3;  

Deuteronomy 15:1 - 11

In all, there seven special holidays and feasts for Israel:  in the spring, the Passover, followed immediately by the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which included on its second day the presentation of a sheaf of Firstfruits;  fifty days after which in the summer came the Feast of Weeks, Harvest or Firstfruits;  and in the fall, the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement, followed by the Feast of Tabernacles.  Besides these times of worship and feasting, there were also regular rests for Israel.  Read now about these:

A.
The Weekly Sabbath:  Read Leviticus 23:1-3; Exodus 35:1-3

1.
What was every seventh day to be to Israel?  Exodus 35:2b

2.
What two things were the people to do on that day?  Exodus 35:2c; Leviticus 23:3b  













and Leviticus 23:3c 










3.
What must they not do on that day?  Leviticus 23:3c, Exodus 35:2d, 3  

4.
For whose benefit was the weekly Sabbath ordained?  Exodus 34:21, 23:12

B.
The Sabbatical Year:  Read Leviticus 25:1-7;  Deuteronomy 15:1-11

1.
What was every seventh year to be to Israel?  Leviticus 25:4a, 5c

2.
Notice four things they were not to do in this year.  Leviticus 25:4b, 5a

3.
For whom was the increase of the land that year to be food?  Leviticus 25:6, 7

4.
What else must Israelites also do every seventh year?  Deuteronomy 15:1-3

5.
What was the only exception to this rule?  Deuteronomy 15:4-6

6.
What did God warn them not to do when the year of release was near?  Deuteronomy 15:7-9

7.
What did he promise to those who would obey the law of release?  Deuteronomy 15:10, 11

C.
The Year of Jubilee:  Read Leviticus 25:8-55

1.
How often was the year of jubilee to be observed?  Leviticus 25:8-10c

1. What was to be proclaimed throughout all the land in that year?  

Leviticus 25:10b

3.
What was every man to do that year?  Leviticus 25:10d, 13

4.
What effect would this fact have on the price to be charged for land?  Leviticus 25:14-17

5.
What were they to do during this year, as in the sabbatical year?  Leviticus 25:11b-12

6.
Since the year of jubilee immediately followed the sabbatical year, what would they be tempted to ask?  Leviticus 25:20

7.
But what was God's answer to this question?  Leviticus 25:21, 22

8.
If a man became poor, and had to sell some of his possession, what might he or a near relative later do?  Leviticus 25:25, 26, 29

9.
If he were not able to do this, what would happen in the year of jubilee?  Leviticus 25:28

10.
What was the one exception to this rule?  Leviticus 25:29, 30

11.
For whom were special exceptions made to this rule?  Leviticus 25:32

12.
What two things must Israelites do for their brethren who became poor?  Leviticus 25:35b, 36a

13.
If one Israelite became a servant to another, what would happen in the year of jubilee?  Leviticus 25:39-42

14. What might he or his family do before that time if they were able?  

Leviticus 25:47, 48

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What would be the effect of these periods of rest, rejoicing, worship and release and liberty on the Israelites?  What would they have to learn from them?

2.
Do I take adequate rest myself -- daily, weekly, yearly, and periodically?  If not, what might be the reason?  Am I really trusting God as I should?
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