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THE END OF SOLOMON’S REIGN

1 Kings 11; 2 Chronicles 9:29 - 31

Up until now, all seems to have been going well in Solomon’s kingdom.  But we have seen only the outward appearance of things.  As you complete your study of Solomon’s life, make an evaluation of the inner conditions, and see what these conditions led to:

A. 
Solomon’s Love Life:  Read 1 Kings 11: 1-3a

1.
Besides Pharaoh’s daughter, whom did Solomon love? 1 Kings 11:1a

2.
Notice what nations these were from: 1 Kings 11:1c.  What had God told Israel concerning these nations?  1 Kings 11:2b, c (See Exodus 34: 11-16; Deuteronomy 7:1-5)

3.
What had God warned would happen if they did make marriages with those of these nations? 1 Kings 11:2d

4.
Yet, in spite of these warnings, what did Solomon do?  1 Kings 11:2f

5.
How many wives did he have?  1 Kings 11:3a _____


How many concubines?



B.
An Evaluation of Solomon’s Reign Thus Far:  Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20

1. In Moses’ day, what four things had God said future kings of Israel must not multiply to themselves?  Deuteronomy 17:

16a 

17a 


17b


  17c 




2.
What two things had God said each king must do with God’s law?  Deuteronomy 17:18b, 19b


a.














b.













3.
Notice what this would teach him to do:   Deuteronomy 17:19c, d, 20a, b

What would be the result to him and his children if he did this?  

Deuteronomy  17:20c

5.
Does it seem that Solomon had done what God instructed?  (THINK!)

C.
Events During Solomon’s Old Age:  Read 1 Kings 11:3b-8

1.
What happened when Solomon was old?  1 Kings 11:4a, 3b

2.
Therefore, what was the condition of his heart?  1 Kings 11:4b

3.
What two things did he do concerning foreign gods and goddesses?  

1 Kings 11:5, 7, 8

4.
How did Solomon’s actions appear to God?  1 Kings 11:6

D.
God’s Message Concerning Solomon’s Actions:  Read 1 Kings 11:9-13

1.
How did God feel concerning Solomon’s actions?  1 Kings 11:9a

2.
What made Solomon’s turning away from God seem even more terrible?       1 Kings 11:9b, 10a


a.














b.













3.
Because of Solomon’s actions, what two things did God say He would do?     1 Kings 11:11

4.
Why would He not do this immediately?  1 Kings 11:12a

5.
When would He do it?  1 Kings 11:12b

6.
Would He take away all of the kingdom?  1 Kings 11:13a

7.
How much would be given to Solomon’s son?  1 Kings 11:13b

8.
For what two reasons would this be given to him?  1 Kings 11:13c

E.
God’s Actions as a Result of Solomon’s Behavior:  Read 1 Kings 11:14-43

1.
Because of Solomon’s behavior, what did God do?  1 Kings 11:14a, 23a

2.
Read about these two adversaries (enemies) in 1 Kings 11:14-25, and locate their countries on a map.

3.
Who else also fought against Solomon?  1 Kings 11:26

4.
Be able to tell why he did this:  1 Kings 11:27-39
5.
What did Solomon then do?  1 Kings 11:40a

6.
Therefore, what did Jeroboam do?  1 Kings 11:40b

7. 
How long did Solomon reign?  1 Kings 11:42 _

 Then notice what happened: 11:43.

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What caused the great difference between the beginning of Solomon’s reign, and the end of it?  Compare 1 Kings 3:3a, b with 11:1, 2.  (See Isaiah 59:1, 2; Deuteronomy 17:18, 19)

1. Would I like to have my life and work on earth end in shame as Solomon’s did?  If not, what can I do to prevent it?  Am I doing this?  If not, why not?  

Will I begin?
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