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LAWS CONCERNING TREATMENT OF SERVANTS

Exodus 21:1 – 11; Deuteronomy 15:12 - 18, 23:15, 16, 24:14, 15; Leviticus 19:13b

Notice that whereas the Ten Commandments were moral laws to govern each Israelite's  relationship to God and his fellow-man, this second group of laws were civil laws, to govern the Israelites as a nation.  Continue now your study of these civil laws:

A.  Laws Concerning Men Servants:  Read Exodus 21:1-6

1.  If a Hebrew were to buy one of his fellow-Hebrews as a slave, how long would this man continue to serve him?  Exodus 21:2a

2.  What would happen in the seventh year?  Exodus 21:2b

3.  What would be the rule in the following cases?


a.  If he came in by himself?   Exodus 21:3a

b.  If he were a married when he became a slave?  Exodus 21:3b

c.  If his master had given him a wife and she had borne him children?  Exodus 21:4


      a.  












            b.  












4.  What might cause such a servant not to want to go free?  Exodus 21:5

5.  In such cases, what must the master then do to this servant?  Exodus 21:6a

NOTE:  An awl is a pointed instrument for piercing small holes.

6.  How long would the servant then serve him?  Exodus 21:6b

B.  Laws Concerning Women Servants:  Read Exodus 21:7-11

1. Notice that the Hebrews were allowed to sell their daughters to be slaves.  In what way was their slavery different from that of the men slaves?  

Exodus 21:7

2.  What does it seem that the owner usually did in such cases?  Either/or

a.  Exodus 21:8b










b.  Exodus 21:9a










3.  On what condition could a woman be redeemed out of slavery?  Exodus 21:8a, b

4.  What might the owner not do to such a woman servant?  Exodus 21:8c

5.  What three things must the one who married such a servant be aware to supply to her continually?   Exodus 21:10

6.  If he failed to give her these three things, what might she do?  Exodus 21:11

C.  Laws Concerning the Release of Servants:  Read Deuteronomy 15:12-18, 23:15-16

1.  When a servant was released from slavery, what did God command the owner to do?

a.  Deuteronomy 15:13










b.  Deuteronomy 15:14









2.  Why did God command this?  What was the owner to remember?  Deuteronomy 15:15

3.  What did God promise such an owner in return for letting his slave go free and helping him?  Deuteronomy 15:18

4.  Were the Israelites obligated to return a slave who had escaped from his master?  Deuteronomy 23:15, 16

D. Laws Concerning Hired Servants:  Read Deuteronomy 24:14, 15;  

Leviticus 19:13b

1.  What was usually the state of hired servants?  Deuteronomy 24:14a

2.  Therefore, what must Israelites not do to them?  Deuteronomy 24:14a

3.  Was this true only of the Israelites’ hired servants?  Deuteronomy 24:14b, c

4.  What must each master be sure to do?  Deuteronomy 24:15; Leviticus 19:13b

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

 1. Compare the lot of the Hebrew slave with that of slaves in other societies.  Was it better or worse?  What made the difference?

  2.  What is God's attitude toward slaves, common laborers, and less fortunate ones in our society today?  If I am one of these, how does God feel toward me?  If not, how does He want me to feel toward such people?  Can I help them in any way?
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