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Restoration of the Remnant of Judah

NEW ARRIVALS IN JUDAH

 Ezra 7 – 8

No reference is made in the book of Ezra to further events in the reign of Darius, or of his successor, Xerxes or Ahasuerus who is prominent in the book of Esther.  The narrative continues with events in the seventh year of Artaxerxes, approximately 57 years after the completion of the temple.  See now what happened then:

A.  Ezra’s Purpose:  Read Ezra 7:1-10:

1.  In the reign of Artaxerxes, what important event took place?  Ezra 7:1a-c, 6a

2.  From what important person was Ezra descended?  Ezra7:5d

3.  What was Ezra’s occupation?  Ezra 7:6b

     Note:  A scribe was originally one who wrote or copied items for a living.  Beginning with Ezra, scribes also became students and interpreters of God’s Word.

4.  How did Ezra gain permission for his trip?  Ezra 7:6c, d

5.  Who accompanied Ezra on his trip?  Ezra 7:7

6.  How long did it take him to make this trip?  Ezra 7:9

7.  What three things had Ezra prepared his heart to do?  Ezra 7:10
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B.  The King’s Decree:  Read Ezra 7:11-26:

1.  Who was permitted to go with Ezra to Jerusalem?  Ezra 7:13

2.  What did Ezra carry with him to Jerusalem?  Ezra 7:14, 15, 16
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3.  What was he to do with the silver and gold he took with him?  Ezra 7:17, 18
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4.  What was he authorized to do in case he should need more than he had?  Ezra 7:20-23










5.  From what three kinds of taxation did the king exempt the priests, Levites, and other temple workers?  Ezra 7:24

6.  What three things was Ezra authorized to do in Judah?  Ezra 7:25a, 25b, 26
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C.  The Journey to Jerusalem:  Read Ezra 7:27 – 8:36

1.  To whom did Ezra give credit for all the king did?  Ezra 7:27-28a

2.  Whom did he then gather to go with him?  Ezra 7:28b-c

3.  Although 1754 adult males (Ezra 8:1-14) plus women and children (Ezra 8:21), making 6,000-7,000 in all, went with him, what did he discover during a three-day encampment?  Ezra 8:15

4.  After filling this need (Ezra 8:16-20) what did they all do?  Ezra 8:21-23

5.  To whom did Ezra then give charge of the gold, silver and vessels which had been offered for the temple?  Ezra 8:24-30

6.   What happened as they journeyed to Jerusalem?  Ezra 8:31 (See map 27, page 320)

7.  After three days in Jerusalem, what did the travellers do?  Ezra 8:33-34, 35, 36a
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8.  Notice what happened as a result of this last action:  Ezra 8:36b

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT

1.  To whom did Ezra attribute the success of every tiny part of his great        venture?  Ezra 7:6c , 9c, 27, 28b; 8:18a, 21-23, 31b, c

2.  To whom am I indebted for all that has been done for and through me thus      far?
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