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Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person

PARABLES OF THE FATHER'S HEART

Matthew 18:12-14, Luke 15:1-32

In our previous studies, we have discovered that some of the details of a parable have special spiritual significance:  For instance, in the parable of the sower, the seed, the bird, and the thorns all had special significance.  One of the chief points for difference of opinion among interpreters of parables is how many of the details have spiritual significance.  Notice the details of the following parables, and try to determine which of them have special spiritual significance:

A.
The Setting of the Parables:  Read Luke 15:1-2

1.
Who began to come to Jesus to hear His teachings?  Luke 15:1

2.
How did the Pharisees and scribes feel about this?  Luke 15:2

3.
Notice that these three parables were given  in answer to this attitude which the scribes and Pharisees had toward Jesus because He received sinners.

B.
The Parable of the Lost Sheep:  Read Luke 15:3-7

1.
How many sheep did the man have?  Luke 15:4a

2.
What did he do when only one of them was lost?  Luke 15:4b

3.
What did he do when he had found it?  Luke 15:5-6

4.
What did Jesus say that this story teaches us?  Luke 15:7

C.
The Parable of the Lost Coin:  Read Luke 15:8-10

1.
How many pieces of silver did the woman have?  Luke 15:8a

2.
What did she do when only one of them was lost?  Luke 15:8b

3.
What did she do when she had found it?  Luke 15:9

4.
What did Jesus say this story teaches us?  Luke 15:10

D.
The Parable of the Lost Son:  Read Luke 15:11-32

1.
How many sons did the father have?  Luke 15:12

2.
Where did one of them go?  Luke 15:13a

3.
What did he do there?  Luke 15:13b

4.
What happened after this?  Luke 15:14

5.
What job did he get to try to help himself?  Luke 15:15

6.
What would he like to have done?  Luke 15:16

7.
About whom did he then begin to think?  With whom did he compare himself?  Luke 15:17

8.
What did he decide to do?  Luke 15:18a

9.
What did he plan to become there?  Luke 15:19

10.
When the boy's father saw him coming, what did he do?  Luke 15:20

11.
Notice the other things he did for the boy, Luke 15:22-23.  How did the father feel now that his son was back at home?  Luke 15:24

12.
By contrast, how did the older brother feel about the way the father treated the younger son?  Luke 15:28

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Whom do the shepherd, the woman, and the father in these stories represent?  Whom does the elder brother represent?  See Luke 15:2

2.
What is God's attitude toward me as a sinner today?
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