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Book Four

THE SUPPER IN BETHANY

Mark 14: 3—9 

After having left the temple for the last time, and having completed His discourse on the Mount of Olives, Jesus returned to Bethany, no doubt to the home of his friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  Notice one event which took place while He was there:

A Woman's Action Toward Jesus:  Read Mark 14:3

1.
In whose house was Jesus in Bethany?  Mark 14:3a

2.
For what reason was He there?  Mark 14:3b

3.
Who came to Him there?  Mark 14:3c

Note:  Find the name of this woman, in John 12:3

4.
What did she have with her?  Mark 14:3d

Note:  Spikenard was a favorite perfume in Jesus' day.  The white, translucent alabaster box preserved its fragrance.  It was very expensive, because it had to be imported from Northern India.

5.
What two things did she do with this perfume?  Mark 14:3e

B.
The Reactions of others to This Action:  Read Mark 14:4, 5

1.
How did some feel when they saw the action of this woman?  Mark 14:4a

2.
Did they express this attitude outwardly?  Mark 14:4a

3.
What did they say, which revealed this attitude?  Mark 14:4b

4.
What did they say this gift was worth?  Mark 14:5a

Note:  The Greek word here refers to a Roman coin, the denarius, worth only about 18 or 20 cents.  Its buying power, however, was much greater, for it was the common day's wages.  Therefore, the woman's gift was worth almost a year's wages!

5.
What did they say might have been done with the money they considered thus wasted?  Mark 14:5b

6.
What else did they do?  Mark 14:5c

C.
Jesus' Reaction to the Woman's Action:  Read Mark 14:6-9

1.
What did Jesus say to those who had murmured against the woman?  Mark 14:6a, b

2.
What did He say concerning her deed?  Mark 14:6c

3.
What did He say concerning the poor?  Mark 14:7a, b
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4.
By contrast, what did He say about Himself?  Mark 14:7c

5.
Notice Jesus' comment concerning the woman in Mark 14:8a.  Could this have been said concerning the others at the dinner?  (THINK!)

6.
Why did Jesus say she had done this deed?  Mark 14:8b

7.
Although the woman had done this deed privately, for Jesus alone, where did Jesus say it would be spoken of in the future?  Mark 14:9

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What caused the woman to bring such an expensive gift to Jesus?  Why did those who objected do so?

2.
Do I love Jesus more than my most expensive or most precious earthly possession?  Would I feel it a waste to give that possession to Him?   
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