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LAWS CONCERNING MAN-KILLERS

Leviticus 24:17; Exodus 21:12 - 14;  Numbers 35:9 – 34; Deuteronomy 4:41 -  43,  19:1 - 13,  21:1 - 9,  22, 23

The Ten Commandments had made it clear that God did not want the Israelites to kill one another, but God also knew there would be times when this would happen.  Study the following to see what must be done in such cases:

A. General Laws Concerning Man-Killers:  Read Leviticus 24:17;

Exodus 21:12-14,  24:17,  21b

1. What was the usual penalty for killing a man?  Leviticus 24:17;

Exodus 21:12, 14

2.  For what type of killer was there an exception to this rule?  Exodus 21:13

B. Cities of Refuge (Shelter or Protection) for Manslayers:  Read Numbers 

35:9-15;  Deuteronomy  19:1-13

1.  When would the places of refuge be appointed?  Numbers 35:10, 11;  Deuteronomy 19:1, 2

2.  How many cities were to be set apart for this purpose?  Numbers 35:13

3.  Where were these to be located?  Numbers 35:14

4.  Read Deuteronomy 4:41-43 and Joshua 20:7 to see what cities were appointed.  Locate each on a map.

5.  For whom else besides the Israelites would these cities be safe refuges?  Numbers 35:15

6.  What might happen if such refuges were not provided?  Deuteronomy 19:6a

7.  But why would such a slayer not be worthy of death?  Deuteronomy 19:6b

8.  What did God not want to happen in Israel?  Deuteronomy 19:10

9.  What must be done if one who killed in hate fled to one of these cities?  Deuteronomy 19:11-13

C.  Punishment for Murderers:  Read Numbers 35:16-21

1. Notice six things a man might do to kill another intentionally:  Numbers

35:16a,17a, 18a, 20a, 20b, 21a.  What would such a killer be?  

Numbers 35:16b, 17b, 18b, 21c

2.  What must be his punishment?  Numbers 35:16c, 17c, 18c,  21b

3.  By whom must this punishment be carried out?  Numbers 35:19a, 21d

D.  Trial for Manslayers:  Read Numbers 35:22-28

 1.  Under what three conditions would a man-killer not be a murderer?  Numbers 35:22b, 23f, g

2.   Who would determine if he met these conditions?  Numbers 35:24, 12b

3.   What must he do, and for how long?  Numbers 35:25, 28b

4.   Under what condition might the revenger of blood kill such a person without being held guilty of murder?  Numbers 35:26-28a

E.  Trial for Murderers:  Read Numbers 35:29-34; Deuteronomy 21:1-9, 22, 23

1.  How many witnesses were necessary to condemn a murderer? Numbers 35:30

2.  What was Israel not permitted to do, either for murderers or manslayers?  Numbers 35:31, 32

3.
Why was this true?  Numbers 35:33, 34

4.   What must be done in case the murderer was unknown?  Deuteronomy 

 21:1-9
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5.  If a man were hanged on a tree for his sin, what must be done?  Deuteronomy 21:22, 23

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  How does God feel about the shedding of man's blood--even unintentionally?   What effect would such strict laws have upon the Israelites' behavior?

2.  Am I always as careful as I should be not to endanger the lives of others?  Would more strict  laws in my country encourage me to be more careful than I am?  (See Matthew 7:12)
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