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THE LIFE OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Acts 4:32 - 5:11

We have noticed how the early church grew from the 120 who gathered in Jerusalem before Pentecost, with the addition of the 3,000 who were saved on that day, others who where saved daily after that (Acts 2:47), and the 5,000 who were saved after the healing of the lame man and Peter’s second sermon.  Now see something of how these believers lived in the early days:

A.
The Life of the Believers:  Read Acts 4:32

1.
How many were now believers in Jesus?  Acts 4:32a 

2.
How did all these people feel toward each other?  Acts 4:32b

3.
How did they feel about the things which they possessed?  Acts 4:32c

B.
The Life of the Apostles:  Read Acts 4:33-35

1.
What did the apostles spend their time doing?  Acts 4:33 

2.
Did they run out of money because they did this?  Acts 4:34a

3.
Why was this true?  Acts 4:34b, 35

C.
The Life of Barnabas:  Read Acts 4:36, 37

1.
What was Barnabas’ original name?  Acts 4:36a 

2.
What did the name “Barnabas”, which was given to him by the apostles, mean?  Acts 4:36b

3.
What did he do that caused everyone to take notice of him?  Acts 4:37

D.
The Life of Ananias and Sapphira:  Read Acts 5:1-11

1.
In what way were Ananias and Sapphira like Barnabas?  Acts 5:1

2.
What did they do with the money which they received from this sale?

a.
Acts 5:2a











b.
Acts 5:2b











3.
What sin did they commit in doing this?  Find one word in Acts 5:3 which tells you.


4.
Who did Peter say had caused Ananias to do this?  Acts 5:3a

5.
Where did this sin begin?  Acts 5:3a, 4c 

6.
To whom did Peter say Ananias had really lied?  Acts 5:4d, 3b 

7.
As soon as Ananias heard Peter’s words, what happened to him?  

Acts 5:5a, 6

8.
What happened about three hours later?  Acts 5:7a, c 

9.
Did she know what had taken place concerning her husband?  Acts 5:7b 

10.
What did she say when Peter asked her if they had sold the land for the amount her husband had mentioned?   Acts 5:8

11.
What sin did Peter say she had committed?   Acts 5:9a

12.
Therefore, what did he say would happen to her?  Acts 5:9b

13.
Did this prophecy come to pass?  Acts 5:10 

14.
What effect did this event have upon the church, as well as upon others who heard of it?  Acts 5:5b, 11 

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What might have happened in the early church if God had not punished Ananias and Sapphira so severely, but had allowed their sin to remain in the church?

2.
Can I ever be an effective witness for the Lord as long as there is sin in my life?
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