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RELATIONSHIPS AMONG JACOB’S CHILDREN

Genesis 37

Approximately eleven years passed after Jacob left Haran before the events of Genesis 37 took place (compare Genesis 30:22-25, 31:41, and 37:2).  Read to see what conditions existed in Jacob’s family by this time:

A.  Early Relationships Within Jacob's Family:  Read Genesis 37:1, 2

1.
How old was Joseph at the time of this narrative?  Genesis 37:2b 

2.
With whose sons did Joseph tend sheep?  Genesis 37:2c-e 

3.
Find the names of these brothers in Genesis 35:25, 26 

4.
What did Joseph notice these brothers doing?  Read Genesis 37:2f and THINK! 

5.
Therefore, what did he do?  Genesis 37:2f _____________________________________________________________________

B.
Jacob's Relationship Toward Joseph:  Read Genesis 37:3, 4

1.
How did Jacob feel toward Joseph?  Genesis 37:3a 

2.
Why did he feel this way?  Genesis 37:3b _____________________________________________________________________

3.
What did he therefore do for Joseph?  Genesis 37:3c 

4.
Because of this, what two things did Joseph’s brothers do?  Genesis 37:4 


_____________________________________________________________________

C.
Joseph's Dreams Concerning His Family:  Read Genesis 37:5-11:

1.
After this, what two things happened?  Genesis 37:5a, b


______________________________________________________________________

2.
In this dream, as Joseph’s family were binding sheaves (stalks of cut grain bound together), what did 

a. Joseph’s sheaf do?  Genesis 37:7b

____________________________________________________________________

b.
 his brothers’ sheaves do?  Genesis 37:7c 

3.
What did Joseph’s brothers feel that this dream meant?  Genesis 37:8a


_____________________________________________________________________

4.
Did they believe this dream would come true?  (Read Genesis 37:8a and THINK! )

5.
How did they feel toward Joseph after this?  Genesis 37:8b, 5c 

6.
 In Joseph’s second dream, what did he see?  Genesis 37:9 

7.
When he told this dream to his family, what did his father do?  Genesis 37:10b 

8.
What did his father indicate that he thought this dream meant?  Genesis 37:10c


_____________________________________________________________________

9.
Did his father believe this dream would come true?  Genesis 37:10, 11b and THINK!

10.
How did Joseph’s brothers feel toward him after this?  Genesis 37:11a  

D.
Reactions Against Joseph:  Read Genesis 37:12-30

1.
Later, why did Jacob, now called Israel, send Joseph to Shechem?  Genesis 37:14












2.
When he finally found his brothers in Dothan, what did they do even before he came near them?  Genesis 37:18


_____________________________________________________________________

3.
What seems to be their main reason for doing this?  Genesis 37:19, 20f 

4.
Who spoke out against this plan?  Genesis 37:21 

5.
What did he suggest that they do instead, and why?  Genesis 37:22 _____________________________________________________________________

6.
After they had done this (Genesis 37:22-24), what did Judah suggest that they do?  Genesis 37:26, 27


_____________________________________________________________________

7.
While the others were carrying out this plan (Genesis 37:28), what did Reuben do?  Genesis 37:29, 30


_____________________________________________________________________

E.
The Report to Jacob:  Read Genesis 37:31-36

1.
What did the brothers then do with Joseph’s coat?  Genesis 37:31


_____________________________________________________________________

2.
What did they say when they brought it to their father?  Genesis 37:32


_____________________________________________________________________

3.
What did this lead Jacob to believe?  Genesis 37:33


_____________________________________________________________________


(Compare this with what Jacob had done to his father in his earlier life.)

4.  What did Jacob do after he received the report from his sons? 

Genesis 37:34, 35











QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Did Joseph do wrong in telling on his brothers?  In receiving the coat from his father?  In dreaming dreams?  Did his brothers do wrong in doing evil?  In mistreating Joseph for his dreams?  In lying to their father?

2.
Who am I more like: Joseph, or his brothers?  If I am being mistreated although I have done no wrong, what should I do?  

Review Psalm 37:7.  If I mistreat others who have done no wrong, what may I expect to happen to me? (See Galatians 6:7)
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