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SAUL’S SUCCESSOR INTRODUCED TO ISRAEL

1 Samuel 17:1 – 54

After David’s private anointing to be king, God brought about events which would prepare him to be king, and prepare Israel to accept him as such.  Read about these below:

A. A Challenge to Israel:  Read 1 Samuel 17:1-16

1. What enemy came against Israel in battle?  1 Samuel 17:1a

_













2. From 1 Samuel 17:1b-3, locate the place of their battle on a map.

3. Who came against Israel as the Philistines’ champion?  1 Samuel 17:4a, b

_













4. Read the description of this man and his armor:  1 Samuel 17:4c-7.

5. What did he ask Israel to do?  1 Samuel 17:8, 10b

_













6. Notice what he said would happen as a result of this encounter:

1 Samuel 17:9.

7. What did he say he was doing to the armies of Israel?  1 Samuel 17:10a

_













8. What was the reaction of Saul and all Israel to these words?  

1 Samuel 17:11

      _













9. How many of David’s brothers were among those who reacted in this way?

1 Samuel 17:12-14

_













10.How long did the Philistine’s defiance continue?  1 Samuel 17:16


      _













B. David’s Answer to the Challenge:  Read 1 Samuel 17:17-39

1. Meantime, what had David done?  1 Samuel 17:15

_













2. Notice why his father sent him to the scene of the battle:  

1 Samuel 17:17, 18

3. Just after he arrived and delivered his supplies, what happened?  

1 Samuel 17:23

_













4. What did all the men of Israel do when they saw this man?  1 Samuel 17:24

_













5. By contrast, notice David’s attitude:  1 Samuel 17:26.  For whom was he concerned?

_













6. Notice what was promised to anyone who would kill this giant:

1 Samuel 17:25, 27.  Yet did any of the soldiers of Israel respond to this challenge?

_













7. For what two reasons did David’s oldest brother accuse him of coming to the battleground?  1 Samuel 17:28

_













8. When Saul heard of David’s words and sent for him, what did David offer to do?  1 Samuel 17:31, 32

_













9. Why did Saul say this would not be practical?  1 Samuel 17:33

_













10. What two things had David done in the past, which gave him confidence now?  1 Samuel 17:34-36

_













11. On  whom was this confidence based?  1 Samuel 17:37, 45

_













12. With what four things did Saul arm David for his conflict?  

1 Samuel 17:38, 39a

_













13. Yet why did David refuse to use these, and put them off?  

1 Samuel 17:39b-e

_













C. David’s Action Concerning the Challenge:  Read 1 Samuel 17:40-54

1. With what three things did David then arm himself?  1 Samuel 17:40

_













2. What two things did the Philistine do, when he saw David coming against him?  1 Samuel 17:42, 43b

_













3. Notice his boast:  1 Samuel 17:44.  But why did David say God would help him win?

a.  1 Samuel 17:46a, e ​










b.  1 Samuel 17:47a _










4. Find three things David then did to the Philistine:  

1 Samuel 17:48-50c, d, 51e

_













5. What did the armies of the Philistines do after this?  1 Samuel 17:51f, g

_













6. What two things did the armies of Israel then do?  1 Samuel 17:52, 53

_













QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1. What caused the great difference between the attitude of David toward the Philistine giant, and that of Saul and the armies of Israel?

_












2. When some enemy threatens God’s work in which I am engaged, how do I react?  Am I dismayed and afraid, so that I flee?  Or do I advance with courage, confident that God who has helped in the past will give victory now for His name’s sake?

_
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