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THE DIVISIONS AND DUTIES OF THE LEVITES


1 Chronicles 23:3 - 32, 24:20 - 31

Probably in connection with David’s preparations for the building of the temple, he made several other arrangements concerning those who should work in this temple.  Read now about the first group of these, the Levites:     


 

A.
The Number and Tasks of the Levites:  Read 1 Chronicles 23:3-5

1.
Over what age were the Levites numbered?  1 Chronicles 23:3a

2.
How many were there of this age and upward?  1 Chronicles 23:3b

3.
Compare this with the number during Moses’ day: Numbers 4:46-48

4.
Notice that these Levites were divided into four groups to perform four different tasks: 1 Chronicles 23:4, 5.  List the number in each group, and their task:

a. _
thousand were









b. _
thousand were









c. _
thousand were









d. _
thousand










B. The Division into Courses of the Serving Levites:  

Read 1 Chronicles 23:6-23, 24:20-31

1. Notice that David divided the first group listed above into courses: 

1 Chronicles 23:6-23.  List these by their families, and total them at the right:

a.  The Gershonites or sons of Gershon: Laadan and Shimei:
        TOTALS:

     

1) Sons of Laadan:  1 Chronicles 23:8:




_

2) Sons of Shimei:   1 Chronicles 23:9:




______

      
3) Sons of Shimei:   1 Chronicles 23:10, 11



_


         
    Although four sons were in this group, their houses counted as:______

TOTAL COURSES OF THE SONS OF GERSHON: (Add)
______

b.  The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel:

     

1) Sons of Amram: Aaron (not counted because he was priest) and Moses

         
    Sons of Moses:    1 Chronicles 23:15




______

         
    (Notice that these houses were headed by their sons: 23:16, 17)

     

2) Sons of Izhar:       1 Chronicles 23:18




______

     

3) Sons of Hebron:   1 Chronicles 23:19



______

     

4) Sons of Uzziel:      1 Chronicles 23:20



______

TOTAL COURSES OF THE SONS OF KOHATH: (Add)

______

c.  The sons of Merari: Mahli, and Mushi:

     

1) Sons of Mahli:       1 Chronicles 23:21b

     

______

      2) Sons of Mushi:      1 Chronicles 23:23



______

      3) Another son of Merari by Jaaziah: 1 Chronicles 24:26, 27
______

TOTAL COURSES OF THE SONS OF MERARI: (Add)

______

GRAND TOTAL OF ALL FATHERS’ HOUSES OR COURSES: (Add)
______

2.
Notice also that 1 Chronicles 24:20-31 lists some of the further descendants of the sons of Kohath and Merari.

3.
How was it determined in what order these fathers’ houses or courses should serve? 1 Chronicles 24:31


_













C.
The Duties of the Serving Levites:  Read 1 Chronicles 23:24-32

1. Notice that although in the census of these Levites, they had been counted only from age 30 and up (1 Chronicles 23:3), this rule later seems to have been relaxed so that they now served from what age and up?  

1 Chronicles 23:24, 27

2.
For what two reasons was a change now made in the Levites’ duties, from those assigned by Moses in Numbers 4?  1 Chronicles 23:25, 26

a.











  

b.













3.
What was now to be the main task of these 24 courses of Levites?  

1 Chronicles 23:28a

4.
In what two places would they serve?  1 Chronicles 23:28b, c

5.
Notice the many different parts of their service: 1 Chronicles 23:28d-32.  What one service was different from all the rest?  1 Chronicles 23:30

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Was it necessary that so many people serve in God’s house?  Who supported these Levites while they served, and how?  (See Numbers 18:24; Leviticus 27:30)

2.
Am I willing to give at least a tithe (tenth) of my income so that God’s work may have all the workers it needs?  (See 2 Corinthians 9:6-8)
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