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LAWS CONCERNING RESTITUTION

Exodus 22:1 - 15

In addition to laws requiring Israelite owners to make restitution  (give an equivalent for) damage done by their oxen or because of their pits, God gave other laws requiring those at fault to restore that which was lost or damaged through their willfulness or negligence.  Now study these laws:

A.  Laws Concerning Thefts:  Read Exodus 22:1-4

1. If a man stole an ox or a sheep and killed or sold it, what must he do?  

Exodus 22:1

2.  If he could not pay the fine for such loss, what was to be done?  Exodus 22:3b

3.  Under what conditions might a thief have to pay less than four of five-fold?  Exodus 22:4a

4.  How much would he have to pay then?  Exodus 22:4b

5.  If a thief were killed in the act of breaking in, was the defender ordinarily punished for such a killing?  Exodus 22:2

6.  But under what condition was the killer to be punished for such killing?  Exodus 22:3a

B. Laws Concerning Damage to Crops:  Read Exodus 22:5, 6

1.  If a man caused another man's field or vineyard to be eaten by his animals, what must he do?  Exodus 22:5a, c

2.  From what part of his field or vineyard must he do this?  Exodus 22:5b

3.  If a man set a fire, and it caused another's fields or crops to be burned, what must he do?  Exodus 22:6

C.  Laws Concerning Articles Entrusted to Another:  Read Exodus 22:7-13

1.  If money or goods entrusted to another were stolen, and the thief found, what must he do?  Exodus 22:7

2.  If the thief could not be found, what must be done?  Exodus 22:8a

3.  What would they seek to determine?  Exodus 22:8b

4.  If they felt one to be guilty, what must he do?  Exodus 22:9b

5.  If an animal entrusted to another should die or be hurt or driven away, no man seeing it, what must be done?  Exodus 22:10, 11

6.  If such an animal should be stolen from him, what must he do?  Exodus 22:12

7.  If it should be torn in pieces, what must he do?  Exodus 22:13

 D.  Laws Concerning Borrowed Goods:  Read Exodus 22:14, 15

1.  If a man borrowed anything of his neighbor’s, and it was hurt or died, in what case must he make it good?  Exodus 22:14

2.  In what two cases need he not make it good?  Exodus 22:15
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QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.  Was it right that the Israelites must make restitution for such loss or damage as was caused by them?  Would it  have been right for the person who suffered such loss to bear the expense and inconvenience caused by such loss or damage?

2.  Would laws such as this be good for us to have today?  What damage or loss have I recently caused to another?  Have I done anything to make up for it?

     What would God have me to do concerning this?  What would He have me  make the habit of my life for all such matters in the future?  (See Galatians 5:13b, 14)
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