2  Bible Discoveries: The Book of Mark Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Book One

3  Bible Discoveries: The Book of Mark Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Book One

OBJECTIONS TO JESUS’ MINISTRY

Mark 2: 13—22

Until Jesus spoke of forgiving the palsied man’s sins, the only result of His miracles and ministry was increasing popularity.  With this event, there began a second result—questioning.  Notice how this continued and developed in the days which followed: 

A.
The Call of Levi and Its Results:  Read Mark 2:13-17

1.
Where did Jesus go next?  Mark 2:13a

2.
Who came to Him there?  Mark 2:13b

3.
What did He do for them?  Mark 2:13c

4.
What special person did He notice?  Mark 2:14a

5.
Where was he sitting?  Mark 2:14

Note:  This would indicate that he was a publican (tax-collector for the Romans, whom the Jews therefore hated.)

6.
What did Jesus say to him?  Mark 2:14b

7.
What did Levi do?  Mark 2:14c

8.
Notice that Levi also made a feast for Jesus, and invited many of his friends.  What two kinds of people were therefore at dinner with Jesus and His disciples?  Mark 2:15

9.
What was true of all of these people?  Mark 2:15b

10.
Who saw what Jesus was doing, and objected to it?  Mark 2:16

11.
What was Jesus’ answer to them about this?  Mark 2:17a

12.
Whom do you think the Physician represented?  Mark 2:17a

13.
Who therefore would have need of His services?  Mark 2:17b

B.
Jesus’ Failure to Fast and Its Results:  Read Mark 2:18-22

1.
Whose disciples made it their custom to fast (do without food, usually in order to pray)?  Mark 2:18a


2.
Therefore what question did they ask Jesus, criticizing Him?  Mark 2:18b

For answer, Jesus gave them three illustrations:

3.
Do the wedding attendants fast while the bridegroom is still with them?  

Mark 2:19

4.
When will they fast?  Mark 2:20

5.   Whom do you think the bridegroom represented?

6.
Do people use new cloth to patch old clothes?  Mark 2:21a

7.
What might happen if they did?  Mark 2:21b

8.
Do people put new wine into old bottles, or wineskins?  Mark 2:22a

9.
What would happen if they did?  Mark 2:22b

10.
Therefore, where is new wine always stored?  Mark 2:22c

11.
What do you think each of the new things represented?

12.
Would these fit into the Pharisees’ old way of doing things?

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
What was the Pharisees’ real objection to Jesus’ ministry?

2.
Are there some things about Jesus’ teachings and the Christian way of life that I do not understand?  What is my reaction to such things?  Do I accept that as being normal, and seek to learn Christ’s new ways?  Or do I object to such teachings, and criticize Him for not doing things my way? (See 1 Corinthians 2:14)  
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