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The Life of the Early Church: Paul through John’s Revelation

Paul's Visit to Athens









 Acts 17:15 - 34

We have seen how the unbelieving Jews of Thessalonica refused to allow Paul to stay in their own city, and not content with that, ran him out of the neighboring city of Berea as well.  Read now to see where Paul went next, and what he did there:

A.
Paul's Arrival in Athens:  Read Acts 17:15, 16

1.
Trace on a map Paul's journey from Berea to Athens.  While he was waiting for Silas and Timothy to join him, what did he notice about the city of Athens?  Acts 17:16b   

2.
How did this make him feel?  Acts 17:16b  

B.
Paul's Work in Athens:  Read Acts 17:17-21

1.
Because of the tremendous need which Paul saw, what did he begin to do?  Acts 17:18b   

2.
What two places did he do this?  Acts 17:17   

3.
How often and to what four groups did he do it?  Acts 17:17b, 18  

4.
Why did the Epicureans (who thought that pleasure was the main thing in life) and Stoics (who felt they should be indifferent to pleasure or to pain) want to hear more from Paul in the Areopagus (Mars Hill Auditorium)?  Acts 17:19-21  

C.
Paul's Sermon in Athens:  Read Acts 17:22-31

1.
Of whom did Paul speak to the people of Athens?  Acts 17:23  

2.
Notice how Paul described Him to them in: Acts 17:24-28.  Did he use the Old Testament Scriptures in preaching to them, as he had when preaching to the Jews?  Why? 

3.
What great thing did Paul say God had done?  Acts 17:24a 

4.
Therefore, over what is He Lord or ruler?  Acts 17:24b 

5.
Does He live in temples, as the Athenians thought?  Acts 17:24c                                                                                                                                           
6.
Does He need anything men can do for Him with their hands?  Acts 17:25a 

7.
Rather, what does He do for men?  Acts 17:25b, 26  

8.
What two things does He want men to do?  Acts 17:27a, b  

9.
Since God is this kind of God, should men think that He is like any idol that could be made of gold or silver or stone?  Acts 17:29  

10.
Although in the past God had overlooked their ignorance of Him as He really is, what did he now command everyone to do?  Acts 17:30  

11.
Why is it so necessary that they do this?  Acts 17:31a   

12.
What proof has God given that He will actually judge the whole world?  Acts 17:31b 

D.
The Results of Paul's Sermon:  Acts 17:32-34

1.
When Paul spoke of the resurrection of the dead, what did his hearers do?   

a.
Acts 17:32a










b.
Acts 17:32b









 

c.
Acts 17:34









 

2.
How did this compare with the reception of Paul's sermons in other places?   

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
How  do you think God felt, as He saw the people of Athens still clinging to their many idols and false ideas about God, and disregarding His command?

2.
Are there any idols or false ideas of God in my life?  Or have I truly repented, and sought the true God until I found Him?  (See Jeremiah 29:13)
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