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The Life of the Early Church: Ascension through Antioch

THE THIRD PERSECUTION

Acts 6 - 7

In the past chapters of Acts it has been almost amusing to notice the absolute futility of the religious leaders’ efforts to keep the apostles from witnessing for their Lord.  Notice the next developments in the story:

A.
The Problem in the Church:  Read Acts 6:1-7

1.
As the number of disciples increased, why did the Grecian believers complain against the Hebrew believers?  Acts 6:1

2.
What did the twelve feel that they should not do to solve this problem?  

Acts 6:2 

3.
Who did they say should be appointed to take charge of such matters?  

Acts 6:3

4.
What would the twelve then do?  Acts 6:4

5.
How did the believers feel about this solution?   Acts 6:5 

6.
Notice in Acts 6:5 the names of those whom they chose, who are commonly called the first deacons of the church. Which one is discussed in Acts 6 

and 7? 

7.
Which one is discussed in Acts 8? 

B.
The Opposition to Stephen:  Read Acts 6:8-15

1.
What phrases are used to describe Stephen in Acts 6:5a and 8a? 

2.
For what works did he become well-known in Jerusalem?  Acts 6:8b

3.
What did some of the Jews then begin to do?  Acts 6:9b 

4.
What was the outcome of this clash?  Acts 6:10 

5.
Therefore, what two things did they do?


a.
Acts 6:12











b.
Acts 6:13, 11









6.
What did the Sanhedrin notice about Stephen even before he began to answer the charges against himself?  Acts 6:15

C.
The Answers of Stephen:  Read Acts 7:1-53

1.
When the high priest asked Stephen if these charges were true, what did Stephen do besides answer them?  Acts 7:2-50

2.
What counter-charge did Stephen make against his accusers?  Acts 7:51

3.
How did he say they were like their fathers?  Acts 7:52

D.
The Reaction to Stephen’s Answer:  Read Acts 7:54-60

1.
How did Stephen’s words affect his accusers?  Acts 7:54a

2.
What did they do to him after this?


a.
Acts 7:54b











b.
Acts 7:57











c.
Acts 7:58











3.
What did Stephen say as he was enduring this persecution?


a.
Acts 7:56












b.
Acts 7:59












c.
Acts 7:60











4.
Of whom do his last words remind you? 

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Could Stephen have done anything other than he did, and still be true to his Lord?

2.
Am I willing to be faithful to my Lord, even at the cost of my life?   (See Revelation 2:10)
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