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Restoration of the Remnant of Judah

OPPOSITION TO THE WORK

Nehemiah 4 - 6

Once the Jews had begun in earnest their work of repairing the walls of Jerusalem, opposition came to them repeatedly.  Read to see who caused this opposition, and what the workers did about it:

 A.  The Firsts Attack:  Read Nehemiah 4:1-6:

1.  When Sanballat heard that the Jews were building the wall, what three things did he do?  Nehemaiah 4:1

2.  Read his comments to his brethren and the army of Samaria in Nehemiah 4:2

3.  What was Tobiah's comment about the wall they were building?  Nehemaih 4:3

4.  What did Nehemiah do when he heard these comments?  Nehemiah 4:4-5

5..  Then what did he continue to do?  Nehemiah 4:6a

6.  Notice how much of the task they got done, and why:  Nehemiah 4:6b, c

B.  The Second Attack:  Read Nehemiah 4:7-23: 

1.  When the enemies heard of the progress being made on the walls, what did they do?  Nehemiah 4:7-8

2.  What two things did the Jews then do?  Nehemiah 4:9

3.  Notice a new problem which threatened to discourage the workers:  Nehemiah 4:10

4.  Because of the enemies' plot (Neh. 4:11-12), what did Nehemiah do?  Neh. 4:13-14
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5.  What did God do through this?  Nehemiah 4:15

6.  Notice how they worked from this time forward:  Neh. 4:16, 17-18b

7.  What would be the signal in case of attack?  Neh. 4:18c-20

8.  What hours did they work?  Neb. 4:21

9.  Note what Nehemiah suggested those form out of town do, and why:  Neh. 4-22-23

C.  A Problem Within:  Read Nehemiah 5:1-19:

1.  Notice three complaints different Jews voiced Neh. 5:1-4.  What had happened to some Jews because of these things?  Neh. 5:5

2.  What did Nehemiah tell the nobles and rulers about their actions in causing this?  Neh. 5:6-10 (9a)  

3.  What did he tell them to do?  Neh. 5:11

4.  Did they do this?  Nehemiah 5:12-13

5.  Notice by contract how Nehemiah had lived among the Jews:  Nehemiah 5:14-19

D.  The third Attack:  Read Nehemiah 6:1-9:

1.  When the wall was all done but the doors, what did the Jews' enemies suggest, and why?  Neh. 6:1-2

2.  Read Nehemiah's classic answer in Nehemiah 6;3.  Yet what did the enemies do?  Nehemiah 6:4  

3.  Notice the new tactic they used the fifth time:  Neh. 6:5-7.  What two things did Nehemiah do?  Neh. 6:8-9c, 9d

E.  The Fourth Attack:  Read Nehemiah 6:10-14, 17-19:

1.  What did one man, evidently a Jew, then suggest that Nehemiah do?  Neh. 6:10

2. Did Nehemiah do this?  Nehemiah 6:11 Notice why:  Neb. 6:12-13, 17-19

3.  What did he do?  Nehemiah 6:14

F.  The Outcome of All Attacks:  Read Nehemiah 6:15-16:

1.  What happened in spite of all the enemies" attacks?  Nehemiah 6:15

2.  How did the enemies then feel?  Nehemiah 6:16d

3.  What did they realize?  Neb 6:16e

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT

1.  What were Nehamiah's three main responses to every attack from within and without that threatened to stop his work for the Lord?  Did they pay off?  Neb. 6:15-16 

2.  Do enemies without and problems within ever threaten to stop MY work for the Lord?  What is MY response?  Do I  give up?  Or do I pray to God, do what He shows me to do about the attackers, and keep working til the job is done?  Neb. 6:3   
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