2  Bible Discoveries: God in my Life Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person
3  Bible Discoveries: Teachings of Christ in the NT Series by Sarah Overstreet Midyett

Book 1 Christ’s Teachings in Person


PARABLES OF A CHRISTIAN'S HEART ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD


Luke 11:1-13, Matthew 7:7-11, Luke 18:1-8

From the parable of the Good Samaritan, we noticed that the setting is a very important key to the understanding of a parable.  Notice how this is true also in the following parables, and see what additional principle of interpretation you can learn:

A.
The Parable of the Friend at Midnight:  Read Luke 11:1-10, Matthew 7:7-8

1.
Notice the setting of this parable in Luke 11:1-4:  What had Jesus been doing just before this?  Luke 11:1a

2.
When He had stopped, what had one of the disciples asked Him to do?  Luke 11:1b

3.
What teaching had He then given them?  Luke 11:2-4

4.
Read now the parable itself in Luke 11:5-8.  When did the man in the story go to his friend's house?  Luke 11:5a

5.
What did he ask him to do?  Luke 11:5b

6.
Why did he ask this favor?  Luke 11:6

7.
What answer MIGHT a person give in such a case?  Luke 11:7

8.
But WOULD a person give such an answer to his friend?  What would he do?  Luke 11:8c

9.
Even if the person would not do this because of his friendship, why would he do it?  Luke 11:8b

10.
Notice Jesus' comment on the meaning of this parable.  Who else did He say should be characterized by importunity (urgent persistence in asking)?  Luke 11:9-10

11.
Does this parable help you to understand what Jesus meant by asking, seeking, and knocking?  In the Greek, these words mean "keep on asking...keep on seeking...keep on knocking."

B.
The Parable of the Father's Gifts:  Read Luke 11:11-13, Matthew 7:9-11

1.
What three things might a son ask of his father?  Luke 11:11a, 11b, 12

2.
What three things would a father not think of giving him instead of those he asked?  Luke 11:11a, 11b, 12

3.
Since this is true of an earthly father, what does it teach us about our Heavenly Father?  Matthew 7:11

C.
The Parable of the Judge and the Widow:  Read Luke 18:1-8

1.
Notice the scripture comment which preceded this parable in Luke 18:1:  What is this parable supposed to teach us?

2.
Notice the parable itself:  What kind of judge lived in a certain city?  Luke 18:2

3.
What did a widow ask him to do?  Luke 18:3

4.
What did he do at first?  Luke 16:4a

5.
Why did he finally decide to grant her request?  Luke 18:5

6.
Notice Jesus' comment on this story:  If an unjust judge could be so moved to grant requests, who else would be moved even more?  Luke 18:7a

7.
What did Jesus say God would do for His own elect?  Luke 18:7a, 8a

8.
On what condition will He do this?  Luke 18:7b

9.
What might He sometimes do before He answers?  Luke 18:7c

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Do I, as God's child, keep on presenting my requests to Him without wearying?

2.
Do I have perfect confidence that because I am His own, He will answer in His own way in His own time, even though He may wait a long time to do so?
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