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The Life of the Early Church: Paul through John’s Revelation

PAUL’S LETTERS TO THE THESSALONIANS

1 and 2 Thessalonians

Some events of Paul’s life are not recorded for us in the book of Acts, but may be discovered from a study of his epistles, or letters.  Study the following letters to discover events which took place during his stay in Athens, and shortly thereafter:

A.
Paul’s Messenger to Thessalonica:  Read 1 Thessalonians 2:14-3:5

1.
How were the Christians in Thessalonica treated after Paul was sent away from them to escape the fury of the Jews?  1 Thessalonians 2:14b, 1:6b

2.
Had Paul really wanted to leave them?  1 Thessalonians 2:17a

3. After this, what did he try at least twice to do?  1 Thessalonians 2:17b, 18a

4.
Why did he not do this?  1 Thessalonians 2:18b

5.
By the time he reached Athens, how great had his concern for the Thessalonians become?  1 Thessalonians 3:1, 5

6.
Therefore, as soon as Timothy arrived from Berea, what did he do? 

1 Thessalonians 3:2a

7.
What two things was Timothy to do there?  1 Thessalonians 3:2b-3

B.
Paul’s Message from the Thessalonians:  Read 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13

1. When Timothy returned to Paul (who by this time was in Corinth:  Acts 18:1, 5) what word did he bring concerning the Thessalonians?  

1 Thessalonians 3:6b-d

2.
How did this message cause Paul to feel?  1 Thessalonians 3:7-9

3.
For what did he especially pray after this?  1 Thessalonians 3:10a, 11

4.
How often and in what manner did he pray for this?  1 Thessalonians 3:10a

5.
For what purpose did he especially desire this?  1 Thessalonians 3:10b

C.
Paul’s Messages to the Thessalonians:  Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1, 2, 4:13-18

1.
Although Paul could not immediately visit the Thessalonians, what could and did he do?  (See 1 Thessalonians 1:1 and THINK!)

2.
What did he tell the Thessalonians that he was doing in their behalf?  

1 Thessalonians 1:2

3.
After reminding them of the things he had taught them while he was there (chapters 1, 2), on what two subjects did he give them further teaching?  

1 Thessalonians 4:3b, 9a

4.
What had evidently happened to some of the Thessalonian Christians since Paul had left?  1 Thessalonians 4:13a, b

5.
How did this cause the others to feel?  1 Thessalonians 4:13c

6. What wonderful thing did Paul tell them about those who had died?  

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17

7.
To what event did Paul repeatedly refer in his letter?  1 Thessalonians 1:10, 2:19, 3:13, 4:16a, 5:2-4, 23b

8.
When the Thessalonians received Paul’s letter, what did they believe about this event?  2 Thessalonians 2:2f

9.
How did this cause them to feel?  2 Thessalonians 2:2a, b

10. What two things did Paul say must take place before this event? 

 2 Thessalonians  2:3

a.













b.













11.
What did he ask them to do for him?  2 Thessalonians 3:1, 2

(In the following lesson, look for reasons for this request.)

QUESTIONS FOR ME TO THINK ABOUT:

1.
Do you think Paul’s letters were helpful to the Thessalonian Christians?

2.
Are there some for whom I am really concerned today, to whom I cannot minister in person?  How might I be able to reach them?
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